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The Names of the Characters 

Robert Jones (Bobby) 

Frances Derwent (Frankie) 

Badger Beadon 

The Reverend Thomas Jones 

Lord Marchington 

George Arbuthnot 

Roger Bassington-ffrench 

Sylvia Bassington-ffrench 

Henry Bassington-ffrench 

Tommy Bassington-ffrench 

Dr Jasper Nickolson 

Mrs Moira Nicholson 

Mrs Amelia Cayman 

Mr Leo Cayman 

Alex Carstairs (Alexander Pritchard) 

Mr Owen 

Mr Spragge 

Mr Elford 

Mrs Edith Rivington 

Mr Askew 

Mrs Gladys Roberts 

Rose Chudleigh 

Albert Mere 
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Portion I (Chapters 1-3) 

READING TASK 

 

Write out words and expressions to help you talk about the following: 

 

1. Bobby  

2. Dr Thomas  

3. Dead man  

4. A woman in the photo     

5. Frankie  

6. Marchbolt  

 

VOCABULARY PRACTICE 

 

A. Put the golf attributes in the right place with the initial letter given 

and translate the words and words combinations into Russian: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

List of words: putter, birdie, bogey, link, drive, mashie, green, iron, albatross, chip, 

fairway, tee, slice, niblick, hole, eagle, swing, par, hook. 

 

    
GOLF 

 

CLUBS 

 

1.n 

2. i 
3. m 

4.p 

 

SCORE 

1.b 

2.p 

3.e 

4.a 

5.b 

 

COURSE 

1.f 
2.g 

3.l 
BALL 

1.t 
2. h 
 

STRIKES 

1. s 

2. c 

3. s 

4. d 

5. h 
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B. Find synonymous words or word combinations in the book.  

 

MODERN LANGUAGE: 

 

❖ Car 

❖ Car attendant 

❖ Inspector, conductor 

❖ Lounge car, buffet car  

❖ To swipe/tap the card 

 

 

C. Match the following words with pictures A-F: 

 

   cliff      abyss     precipice      plateau       ledge       chasm
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D. Find in the text English equivalents for the following words and word 

combinations and use them when discussing the book. 

 

1. огорченно вздохнуть (9) groan with dismay 2. взмахнуть клюшкой (10) 

(waggle one’s club) 3. торжество (10) (exultation) 4. подавлять (12) to 

overpower 5. источник страха (12) bugbear 6. довольно легко (12) fairly 

easily 7. звонкий голос (15) resonant voice 8. захватить воображение (17) 

seize on one’s imagination 9.рвать и метать (18) ramp up and down 10. 

смешанное чувство любви и досады (19) mingled affection and exasperation 

11. скверная история (21) a beastly thing to happen 12. переминаться с ноги 
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на ногу (23) shuffle feet 13. бесчувственность (23) callousness 14. торчать 

здесь infml (24) stick it down here 15. проворный  носильщик (25) agile porter 

16. подавить чувство зависти (28) stifle a pang of envy 17. заикаться (31) 

stammer 18. испытывать чью-либо совесть (34) strain sb’s conscience 

              E. Insert the missing elements. 

1. He had promised his father to play___  organ at ____evening service at six 

o'clock. 

2. His life at home seemed to him to be one long sacrifice _____ his father's 

peculiar ideas. 

3. At that moment he heard something above him and looked up, thankful that 

help was ____ hand and his own services no longer needed. 

4. At the top he waved his hand to the other then set off _____a brisk run across 

country.  

5. I was keeping guard _____ a corpse. 

6. And then another fellow came along so I passed the job of chief mourner 

_______him and legged it here as fast as I could. 

7. 'Leave it ___me,' said Frankie. 

8. ____the rare occasions when Frankie was at home, Bobby and his brothers 

would go up and play____ tennis 

               F. Find the idioms in the book. Use them in the context of your own. 

 

1. проявлять выдержку  

2. судьба свела их вместе  

 

G.  Translate the following sentences using words and phrases from sections D-F 

 

1. Как истинному джентльмену, Джеймсу пришлось проявить немалую 

выдержку и подавить чувство зависти к своему брату, который одержал 

над ним верх в этой игре.  

2. На сегодняшний день Ковид-19 это главный источник страха всех людей. 

Многие не знают, как с ним бороться, и полагаются на то, что ученые 

смогут решить эту проблему.  

3. Бобби и Элайза очень редко виделись, и судьба снова свела их вместе. 

Бобби не мог не думать об Элайзе со смешанным чувством любви и 

досады, теперь когда она вышла замуж за другого.  

 

SPEAKING TASK 

         

1. Answer the comprehension questions in pairs: 

 

1. Who is Bobby? Where does he live?  

2. Who is Dr. Thomas? What does he look like? 
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3. What is Dr. Thomas' way of playing golf? Is he more skilful at striking the ball 

than Bobby? 

4. Does Bobby play golf well? Does he have a run of good luck this time? 

5. What is the weather like on that day? What is Bobby’s bugbear? Are his fears 

confirmed? 

6. What is the doctor’s diagnosis of the dying man? Was the man alive when found? 

7. What is Bobby dwelling on while keeping guard over the corpse? What does the 

dying man look like?  

8. What does Bobby pull out of the dead man’s pocket? 

9. Why is Bobby impatient for the doctor to come back? 

10. To whom does Bobby pass on the job of keeping an eye on the body? Is the 

newcomer eager to take over? 

11. Are Bobby and the Vicar on the same wavelength? 

12. Does the Vicar forgive Bobby’s tardiness? 

13. Where does Bobby set off after settling things in Marchbolt? 

14. Who does he meet on the train? What does she do? What is she like? 

15. Does Frankie know Badger? How far do her memories stretch back? 

16. What are Badger’s defects? Is he a person to rely on? 

 

     2.  Give a broader context and comment on the following: 

 

1. ‘They have been brought up all wrong, I suppose, and now they can’t help 

themselves.’ (19) 

2. ‘Everything, everything however solemn, however sacred, is merely a joke to 

your generation.’ (23) 

 

 

3.  Discussion questions. 

 

1. Which of the two players has more experience in playing golf? What does Dr. 

Thomas mean when he says that he beat more ‘brilliant and erratic players’? 

What makes him look down on Bobby as a golf player? 

2. Why is Bobby anxious to win favour with his father by keeping within the time 

limit? Would the father have told him off if he hadn’t showed up? 

3. What does Bobby mean by tuppenny-happeny things that people over fifty are 

concerned about? What things may he consider worthy? 
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PORTION II (Chapters 4-6) 

READING TASK 

 

Read the chapters for general understanding and answer the questions or do the 

task: 

 

1. In what order did the witnesses give testimony? 

 

- Mrs Cayman 

- Dr. Thomas 

- Bobby 

- Roger Bassington-ffrench 

 

2. Identify the person by reading the description from the book: 

 

- a big florid man with a would-be hearty manner and a cold and 

somewhat shifty eye that rather belied the manner  

 

- heavy make-up, her plucked eyebrows, those wide-apart eyes sunk 

in between folds of flesh till they looked like pig's eyes, and her 

violent henna-tinted hair. All traces of youth and innocence had 

vanished.  

 

3. What is the style of the correspondence between Bobby and the Caymans 

and Badger?  

 

4. Define if the statements are true or false: 

 

- Badger is making allowances for Bobby and Bobby has it his own 

way.  

- The Vicar pressures Bobby into taking the job offer from South 

America. 

- The reverend does not believe that his son has skills and qualities 

which make him highly valuable. 

- Bobby can second-guess his father’s response.  

- Neither Frankie nor Thomas Jones place too much trust in Badger.  

- After drinking his beer Bobby is full of pep and vim. 

 

VOCABULARY PRACTICE 

A. Find out the difference between the following words: 

- inquest  

- trial  

- court  
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B. Learn the following word combinations in situations from the book; 

translate them into Russian paying attention to the context they were 

used in: 

 

1. to hold an inquest into (37)  

2. to give evidence (37)  

3. he was never one much for writing (40) 

4. to be in good spirits (41)  

5. post alternate days (41)  

6. address the jury (42)  

7. dab one’s eyes (44)  

8. to be worthy of better things (45)  

9. to be thrilled to the teeth (47)  

10. blood-thirsty (49)  

11. a nasty bit of work (48)  

12. feel snubbed (49)  

13.  illiterate scrawl (53)  

14.  slanting handwriting (54)  

15.  mere folly (57)  

16. a binding promise (58)  

17.  to harp on things (63)  

18.  pure self-indulgence (63)  

 

 

 

 

NOTE: ATAVISM - a feeling or reaction that comes from long ago in human 

history, rather than being necessary or appropriate in modern times;  

to be atavistic - happening because of a very old habit from a long time ago in 

human history, not because of a conscious decision or because it is necessary 

now 

(Cambridge dictionary) 

 

 

 

C. Find the following idioms in the book and use them in the context of your 

own. 

1. дать волю чувствам (55) 

2. вести себя честно (56) 

3. употребить алкоголь в чрезмерном количестве, напиться infml (60) 

4. не работать, и пальцем не пошевелить (57) 

5. справляться, выносить напряжение (62) 

6. мир был у его ног (64) 
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D.  Translate the following sentences using words and phrases from sections A-C 

 

1. На сегодняшний день во многих языках и странах почерк с наклоном не 

более чем прихоть учителя, а не обязывающее требование. 

Действительно, люди неохотно переписываются (по почте), а вся 

документация перешла в печатный формат.  

2. Каждый раз, когда Дейзи получала письмо с безграмотными каракулями 

Джо, которое он отправлял через день, она протирала глаза. Она не 

могла вынести напряжение и давала волю чувствам.  

3. Есть люди, которые и пальцем не пошевелят, когда их просят что-то 

сделать. Они, наверное, чувствуют себя  в этот момент униженными. И 

даже если они что-то сделают, то работа будет плохого качества.  

 

SPEAKING TASK 

 

1. Answer the comprehension questions in pairs: 

 

1. Who is the first to give testimony at the inquest? Does he describe the case 

as accidental? 

2. What does the judge focus on while interrogating Bobby? 

3. What puzzles Bobby when Amelia Cayman is being summoned? 

4. Who is Mrs Cayman, what embarasses her during the interrogation, how 

does she account for the death of the identified corpse? 

5. What is the jury’s verdict? How are they going to prevent similar deaths 

in the future? 

6. Who does Bobby find at home? What do they look like? 

7. Why does the couple pay a visit to Bobby? Is he helpful? What troubles 

Bobby? 

8. How does Frankie explain the weird photo? What does she think of the 

inquest? 

9. Why is Bobby filled with remorse while playing golf with Frankie? 

10. Does Bobby get in touch with the Caymans? 

11. What letters does Bobby start receiving? Which one does he find 

surprising and why? 

12. Does Bobby accept the job offer? Why or why not? How does his decision 

strike his father? 

13. Who does he put the problem of the job offer to? Does he find his actions 

approved of? 

14. Why does Bobby decline Frankie’s invitation to a cocktail party and how 

does his solitude end? 

 

2. Give a broader context and comment on the following: 

 

1. ‘Photographers were the worst kind of liars.’ (39) 

2. ‘That’s the worst of marriage.’ (46) 
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3. ‘An inquest is a perfect godsend[...]I hoped up to the end for a suspicion 

of a foul play but it all seemed regrettably straightforward.’ (47) 

4. ‘People who stammer always make me stammer too.’ (61) 

 

 

3. Discussion questions. 

 

1. Why does Bobby keep back the fact about the discrepancy between the 

photo and Mrs Cayman during the testimony? 

2. What does each of the witnesses put down the death of Mr Pritchard to? 

3. Why do you think the inquest wasn’t followed by a postmortem? 

4. Does Bobby surprisingly reject the job offer or is it just like him? What 

traits of character does his action reveal to the readers? 

5. Why do you think Bobby isn’t keen to follow his father’s steps? 

6. Do you think Frankie took offense at Bobby’s refusal to join the party? 

What proves this? 
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PORTION III (Chapters 7-9) 

READING TASK 

 

Write out words and expressions to help you talk about the following: 

 

● Bobby’s convalescence 

● Frankie’s and Bobby’s deductions 

● Frankie’s inquiries about the Bassington-ffrenches 

 

 

VOCABULARY PRACTICE 

 

 

А. Learn the following word combinations in situations from the book; translate 

them into Russian paying attention to the context they were used in: 

 

 

1. inferiority complex (67) 

2. gibberish (70) 

3. farfetched (71) 

4. catching (73) 

5. haughty (73) 

6. pep (74) 

7. to take liberties with (75) 

8. pukka sahib (82) 

9. to take chances (83) 

10. above aboard (84) 

11. decoy (86) 

12. tangible (87) 

13. to come into the market (91) 

14. to say glibly (92) 

15. a damping remark (96) 

16. a directory (96) 
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B. Match the bullet points of the left-hand column to the those of right-hand 

column: 

 

● 'Do you know, my girl, that half a 

grain is a fatal  

● No one benefits by your death, so 

that's ruled  

● 'I don't think that will hold 

● determines to put you out 

● that there was nothing in it, but 

thanking me for taking 

●  You know, you told me about it that 

day on the  

● that he's the sort of person who would 

be quite above  

● if they changed the attack to a blunt  

● a railway train along an accustomed  

● Frankie had a qualm  

● drew freely  
● another again about his having 

pockets full of counterfeit  

 

● dose 

● of the way 

● water, Frankie 
● links. 
● suspicion 

● out. 
● bank notes. 

● on her imagination 

● of doubt 

● the trouble. 
● instrument 

● line 

 

 

 

С. Find the following idioms in the book and use them in the context of your 

own. 

 

1. быть обоснованным, выдерживать критику (70) 

2. встряхнуть, напугать (82) 

 

 

 

D. Translate the following sentences using words and phrases from sections A-C 

1. Преподаватель не исключает, что студент пользовался сторонней 

помощью во время экзамена.  
2. Все оправдания Бобби не выдерживали критики - викарий изначально 

был убежден, что у его сына нет чувства времени.  
3. “Убийство на поле для гольфа” -  один из самых известных романов 

Агаты Кристи.  
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SPEAKING TASK 

 

1. Answer the comprehension questions in pairs: 

 

1. What versions of Bobby's poisoning does Frankie put forward? 

2. What makes Frankie think that the Caymans are involved in the whole affair? 

3. Why does the nurse think that Frankie is in love with Bobby? 

4. Does he approve of Franki’s choice of present which she gave him in the 

hospital? 

5. 3. Why does Bobby begin to long for Frankie to come back? 

6. Does Bobby give a detailed description of Bassington-French? 

7. Why is Bobby not disposed to believe that Mr. Alex Pritchard is the Caymans’ 

brother (brother-in-law)? 

8. What does Frankie compare the anxiety of the Caymans about  Evan’s question 

with? 

9. What are Frankie’s three angles of attack? 

10. How does Frankie elicit answers from her father? Is she successful in it? 

11. Does Mr Marchbolt give a full answer to Frankie’s question? 

12. Who is Mr Owen? What does he do? 

13. Why does Mr Owen distinctly remember Mr BF dropping round? 

14. Who is Inspector Williams? Is he enthusiastic about going into the details of the 

misadventure? 

 

 

2. Give a broader context and comment on the following: 

 

1. ‘But it's only the good die young, they say.' She [the nurse] giggled at her own 

wit and went out. (67) 

2. ‘It's most exciting to have a romantically poisoned friend.' (72) 

3. 'That's a low taste,' said Frankie absently. 'A single-handed murder is much 

higher class.” (80) 

4. ‘One of Life's little ironies that one can't foresee,' agreed Frankie. (84) 

5. ‘Young men are sadly degenerate nowadays. Father says so. They don’t enjoy 

being uncomfortable and doing dangerous  and unpleasant things any longer.’ 

(86) 

6. 'You have no true womanly sympathy,' said Bobby. (88) 

7. 'No - you've no time nowadays for anything but drinking these poisonous 

cocktails.' Lord Marchington (90) 

 

3. Discussion questions: 

 

1. Is Bobby good at summing people up? 

2. Prove that Frankie is reluctant to hear Bobby’s account of events out. 

3. Do you consider her version linked up with the job offer feasible? Why/why not? 

What makes you think so? 
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5. Is Bassington-ffrench likely to have pushed Mr. Pritchard over the cliff? Is he 

the man to have changed the photo? What do the young men assume? 

6.Why are lilies a graveyard suggestion? 
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PORTION IV (Chapters 10-12) 

READING TASK 

 

Write out words and expressions to help you talk about the following: 

 

- Preparations and for the accident and the parties concerned 

- The staged concussion 

- Sojourn in Merroway Court 

 

Give a list of cars from which Frankie was choosing one she was in need of. 

 

VOCABULARY PRACTICE: 

 

А. Learn the following word combinations in situations from the book; translate 

them into Russian paying attention to the context they were used in: 

 

 

1. disentangle the mess (97)  

2. draw the line at (99) 

3. on the trail  (100) 

4. to worm oneself into (100) 

5. reconnoitre the ground (100) 

6. evolve a plan (100)  

7. to overbear (101)  

8. gaining admission to (103)  

9. to be on its last legs (105)  

10. be on the lookout / remain strictly on one’s guard (108)  

11. to gather way (110)  

12.  to inflict a dent (111)  

13.  concussion (114)  

14.  play a mean trick (118)  

15. out of character (122)  

16.  to be laid up (123)  

 

B. Explain the word combinations in bold: 
 

1. Bobby winced slightly as he and George Arbuthnot made faint recognitions 

of each other's presence. 
2. 'I need him for a scheme that I've got on 
3. 'The Bentley's no good.'  
4. ‘I am not just a stray young woman 

5. ‘I’ll stay on the running board to guide her..’ 
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6. ‘Well, he doesn’t seem to have acquired to have a chatty bedside manner 

yet’ 

7. Bobby put the car into third gear, then, standing on the footboard, he released 

the brake. 

8. He proceeded ad lib till got rid of with half a crown.(113) 

9. The next day, however, Frankie admitted the daylight and expressed a desire 

for company and her hostess came and sat with her for some time. (119) 

10. There was an anxious expression in her eyes sometimes that did not agree 

with a mind at peace with itself. 
11.  He never sticks to a job too long (120) 

12. Later that evening her showed out in quite a new light (122) 

13. ‘You’re making a bogey for yourself out of nothing’ (123) 

 

 С. Find the following idioms in the book and use them in the context of your 

own. 

1. за версту видно (100) 

2. залечь на дно  

 

D. Translate the following sentences using words and phrases from sections A-

C 

1. В результате аварии автомобиль был серьезно повреждён, но водитель 

отделался лишь лёгким сотрясением. 

2. Я готов выполнить любое поручение начальника, но я никогда не пойду 

на нарушение закона. 

3. Зачем оставаться на работе, которую ты ненавидишь? 

 

SPEAKING TASK 

 

2. Answer the comprehension questions in pairs: 

 

1. Why staying with Badger is ‘an extravagant nightmare’ for Bobby? 

2. Why does Frankie pay a visit to Bobby and Badger? Are her companion and she 

welcome guests? Why does Frankie reject a Bently offered by Badger? 

3. Is it a plan or just ideas that Frankie shares with her friends? Has she made provision 

for things going wrong? 

4.Give a comprehensive description of Frankie’s course of action. Is she in a relaxed 

and confident mood? 

5. Does the plan appeal to Bobby? Will he participate? At what stage does he agree to 

it? 

6. Is BF likely to recognize Bobby in his new guise? 
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7. Why is Badger’s appearance marred?  How much does Frankie pay for the car?  

8.Does the staged accident go off without a hitch? 

9.What is odd about Frankie’s complexion? Why does she feel uncertain about 

George’s professional skills? 

10.Who are the members of the Bassington-Ffrench family? 

11. Prove that Mrs Bassington-Ffrench is a considerate and caring person. Are things 

moving in the right direction for Frankie? 

12.What information about Roger Bassingtom-ffrench does Frankie manage to elicit? 

13. What series of mishaps did Tommy suffer? Who was in charge? 

14. What observations does Frankie make from having tea with Henry BF? 

 

 

2. Give a broader context and comment on the following: 

 

1. ‘It’s like buying perfectly appalling clothes and hats from one’s friends who are 

just starting in business. A nuisance, but it’s got to be done’ (99) 

2. ‘ I know your brains are practically negligible, but you ought to be able to 

understand if you really concentrate’ 

3. ‘..the more the merrier’ (106) 

4. ‘I’ve got to go through with it now. But I wish she had not been nice about it’. 

(118) 

 

3. Discussion questions: 

 

1. Prove that Bobby lived in reduced circumstances with Badger  

2.  Why do you think Franki proposed a plan without consulting her friends and 

the father? 

3. Why did everybody obey and didn’t object to the plan? 

4. Did Frankie mind her P’s and Q’s? 

5.  Do you think it took Frankie long to devise such a cunning and audacious plan? 

6. Is Bobby as slow in taking in as Frankie considers him to be? 
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PORTION V (Chapters 13-15) 

READING TASK 

 

Write out words and expressions to help you talk about the following: 

 

● The true identity of the dead man. 

● Dr Nicholson 

● Bobby’s outing 

 

VOCABULARY PRACTICE 

 

А. Find the following English equivalents in situations from the book; use them in 

the context they were used in: 
 

1. (128) раздобыть 

2. (130) отбросить мысли 

3. (130) полюбить кого-либо 

4. (132) быть сраженным чем-либо 

5. (133) собраться с мыслями 

6. (133) распространяться на, быть верным для 

7.  (135) быть потрясенным до глубины души 

8.  (137) быть полным сомнений 

9. (142) наводить на размышления 

10. (144) гордиться 

11.  (145) пристально смотреть 

12. (146) допрашивать, выпытывать 

13. (157) подхватить разговор 

14. (158) держать против чьей-то воли 

15. (158) упущение, недосмотр 

16.  (161) вне всяких возможных сомнений 

17. (161) в голове был сумбур, разброд 

 

B. Explain the word combinations in bold: 
 

1. The family ne’er-do-well, she could not help thinking, contrasted very 

favourably with his heavy, serious-minded brother. 

2. “What I ought to do, Lady Frances? By telling her I shall add a great 

burden to her life?’ 

3. Roger’s house-hunting stunt had been no secret. 

4. That certainly was a possible avenue of inquiry. (141) 

5. her thoughts flew off at a tangent to that tantalizing phrase that had 

started the whole business (141) 

6. I expect I develop all sorts of dark qualities’ 
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7. ..’what do you think of our Dr.Nickolson? A very forceful personality, 

hasn’t he?’ 

8. Concentrate on making a good job of the moustache. (150)  

9. Bobby let in the clutch p 153 

10. Presently he turned off to the left and made his way by circuitous roads 

to Hampshire.153 

11. Bobby was singularly ill-informed, but he imagined that a certain 

haughtiness would not come amiss. 

 

 С. Find the following idioms in the book and use them in the context of your 

own. 

1. открыть карты come out into the open 133 

2. Как тесен мир! It is a small world! p 135 

3. знать назубок to be word perfect 152 

 

D. Translate the following sentences using words and phrases from sections A-C 

1. На экзамене студенту обычно даётся несколько минут, чтобы собраться с 

мыслями. 

2. Вне всякого сомнения, хороший адвокат сможет доказать невиновность 

этого подсудимого. 

3. Я никак не могу решить, стоит ли мне принимать их приглашение. 

 

SPEAKING TASK 

 

3. Answer the comprehension questions in pairs: 

 

1. Does Frankie start to take a shine to RBF? Is she inclined to suspect him? 

2.What does RBF want to confide to Frankie? What solution does he propose? 

3. Does Sylvia happen to know the Nicholsons? 

4.Is it difficult for Frankie to ascertain RBF’s whereabouts at the time of Bobby’s 

poisoning? 

5. Does RBF confess to witnessing the death of Alex Pritchard? 

6. In what way is the newspaper cutting helpful to Frankie? 

7. What facts about Alan Carstairs emerge? 

8.Why is Frankie disposed to believe that Alan Carstairs was the victim of the tragedy? 

9. What theories does Frankie put forward about who Evans was? 

10.What observations does the doctor make about Frankie’s recovery? What 

inconsistency in her accident troubles him most? 

11. What instructions does Frankie give to Bobby? Is he impatient to follow them? 

12. Is the news that the father is breaking to Bobby alarming? 

13. Is Bobby’s  guise as a chauffeur a success? Where does he take up his quarters? 

14.What facts about the Nickolsons does Bobby collect while conversing with the 

barmaid and Thomas Askew? 
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15. Does Bobby’s perseverance with scaling the wall pay off?  

16.Describe the setting behind the wall. 

 

2. Give a broader context and comment on the following: 

 

1. ‘We seldom suspect people who are news of being people we actually met” 

2. “And everyone always said that murderers were charming people!’ 

3. ‘love from your successfully concussed’ (150) 

4. ..the Vicar’s letters were actuated by a spirit of duty rather than pleasure. 

5. Villages are usually prejudiced against newcomers, and still more so if the 

newcomer is of a different nationality. 

 

3. Discussion questions: 

 

1. Why do you think Roger Bassington-ffrench has no children of his own? 

2. Why is Roger so eager to send Henry to hospital? Out of love for his brother or 

Sylvia, or  may he have some big plans? 

3. What personality type Frankie is if she so easily takes a fancy to Roger? Or no 

person is capable of resisting his charms? 

4. Do you think that Sylvia was eavesdropping on Frankie and Roger? 

5.  How do you think Moira will explain the resemblance between her and the 

photograph? 
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PORTION VI (Chapters 16-18) 

READING TASK 

 

Write out words and expressions to help you talk about the following: 

 

● Bobby’s ability to impersonate 

● Facts from Mrs Rivington 

● Facts from Moira Nicholson 

 

 

 

VOCABULARY PRACTICE 

 

А. Learn the following word combinations in situations from the book; 

translate them into Russian paying attention to the context they were used 

in: 
 

1. on second thoughts (164)   

2. fall for somebody (165)  

3. to be on the right track (166)  

4. to be mixed up in (166) +be concerned in (168) 

5. clinch matters (168)  

6. wake up to (170)  

7. that's for you to say (170)  

8. to have somebody up for (173)  

9. impersonation (173)  

10.  to show into (175)  

11.  see through (the pretence) (176)  

12.  be put out (178)  

13.  without a backward glance (183)  

14. do away with (189)  

15. play a part (191)  

16. look in the face (192)  

 

B. Explain the word combinations in bold: 

1. Bobby listened attentively to her [Frankie’s] description of her host’s 

idiosyncracies. 
2. ‘We worked it all out and decided that he must be the villain of the piece. 

3. ‘All the same, it’s not quite in character, is it? ‘How do you mean?’ ‘Well, 

solicitors never make personal visits’ 

4. A quarter of na hour later, Bobby, attired in a morning coat and striped 

trousers of exquisitely correct cut and passable fit.. 

5. Though it’s more legal-looking to be clean-shaven. 
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6. She was clearly of a suggestible type (176) 

7. Ignoring Mrs Rivington treatment of doctors as though they were library 

books.. 

8. He was  holding himself in, hiding his anger behind a suave bland mask, but 

the emotion was there. 

9. When you’ve lived at a place like the Grange your mind gets distorted. 

10. As she spoke, Bobby was aware of a glimpse into a strange, evil atmosphere. 

11. ‘Still intent on whitewashing your hero, (181) 

12. .. unless she had flown there on wings (185) 

С. Find the following idioms in the book and use them in the context of your 

own. 

1. безоговорочно подчиняться, плясать под дудку (173) 

2. бросать в упрек (173) 

3. простофиля (177)  

 

D. Translate the following sentences using words and phrases from sections A-

C 

1. Мы надеемся, что наш проект поможет людям осознать необходимость 

защиты своих личных данных. 

2. Политик пообещал своим сторонникам покончить с несправедливой 

системой налогообложения. 

3. Результаты эксперимента показывали, что исследователи были на 

правильном пути. 

 

SPEAKING TASK 

 

4. Answer the comprehension questions in pairs: 

 

1. Does RBF feel like going to London with Frankie? How does she take his interest 

in her trip? 

2.What episodes of their inquiries do Frankie and her chauffeur relate to each other? 

3. Are they of the same mind about RBF?  

4.What possible channel of inquiry do they discover?  

5. Where does Frankie take Bobby? Are they safe there? 

6. Who is Bobby going to impersonate? Does he take any risks? 

7. What does Bobby change into? 

8.What does Mrs Rivington look like and what type of a person is she? 

9. How does Frankie back him up for Mrs Rivington to be taken in? 

10.Is the conversation proceeding easily for Bobby? Does Mrs Rivington display 

curiosity? 

11. When was the last time Mrs Rivington saw Alan Cartairs? 
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12.What does she believe a reason was for Alan Carstairs being  in England? 

13. What did Mrs Rivington consider odd about Alan Carstais? 

14. What makes Bobby say that Frankie is whitewashing RBF? 

15. Who does Bobby find at the hotel? How is the girl feeling? In what voice  is she 

speaking? 

16. Does Bobby feel sympathy for her? Is he willing to hear her out? 

17. What confession does the girl make? What bothers her? 

18. Why does Moira’s husband want to do away with her? 

19.What details does she reveal about her husband’s hospital? 

20. Did she know Alan Carstairs? 

 

2. Give a broader context and comment on the following: 

 

1. ‘Solicitors never do make personal visits, do they?’ 

2. Mrs. Rivington was clearly a woman of more looks than brains who accepted 

things as they were presented to her(176) 

3. ‘Some doctor said he had cancer and he killed himself. A very wicked thing for 

a doctor  to do, don’t you think so?’ 178 

4. ‘He is a Canadian, and I often think Canadians are so touchy.’ 

5. ‘I have always heard that really dangerous criminals were singularly attractive’ 

6. ‘Oh, he is always rather a vague man’ 

7. ‘..lawyers are so discreet, aren’t they?’ 

8. ‘One does all sorts of jobs nowadays’ (186) 
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3. Discussion questions: 

 

1. What does Frankie mean by describing Mr. Spragge as a snob? Who is a snob? 

(173) 

2. Do you think Frankie likes the idea of Roger taking an instant liking to her? 

3. Is Bobby jealous or is he just looking out for Frankie by watching intently the 

relations between Frankie and Roger? 

4. Can you trace some ideas in Mrs. Rivington’s speech that are worth noticing? 

Or is she as thick as a log as Bobby considers her to be? 

5. Does Bobby lend an ear to Moira out of curiosity or out of sympathy? Which 

idea do you favour? 
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PORTION VII (Chapters 19-21) 

READING TASK 

 

Write out words and expressions to help you talk about the following: 

 

● Moira’s  predicament 

● Prime suspects according to Bobby and Frankie 

 

Identify the person who fits the following description: 

 

● Slight annoyance, a trace of embarrassment - no flash of guilt or dismay.  

● ‘She always looks half scared to death 214 [...] She’s no money and nowhere to 

go  

● ‘A mistake that is going to take all their time to remedy.’  

● He was weak perhaps - but undeniably he had charm.  

● “... likes them helpless’  

● ‘..it was clear, didn’t like them helpless’  

● ‘..sounds a most repulsive creature’  

 

VOCABULARY PRACTICE 

 

А. Learn the following word combinations in situations from the book; 

translate them into Russian paying attention to the context they were used 

in: 
 

1. adhere to a programme (197)  

2. to steal a look (199)  

3. to look hard at (202)  

4. get a line on somebody (203)  

5. get mixed up in something (204)  

6. that would never do (205)  

7. to stop dead (205)  

8. to sink in (205)   

9. to blurt out (206)  

10. fit in with (207)  

11. to give somebody away (207)  

12. to tackle somebody on the subject (208)  

13. scare-monger (208)  

14. to go back a long way (209)  

15. fortune favoured her (211)  

16. impertinent (212)  

17. to act on impulse (213)  

18. half scared to death (214)  
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19. against the background (216)  

20. not to think much of somebody (221)  

 

B. Explain the word combinations in bold: 
 

1. ‘A nice pleasant-spoken lady’ (198) 

2. ‘She can’t have much of a life living at the Grange’ (198) 

3. Feeling that he had achieved his object, he strolled out into the village and with 

an aimless air betook himself in the direction indicated by Moira.  

4. Her face [...] was a study in conflicting expressions.  (200) 

5. ‘So now you see how it was,’ said Bobby, accepting Frankie’s one discreet 

departure from the truth. (202) 

6. ‘...with corpses strewn everywhere’ (209) 

7. ‘.. we never get any nearer to the mysterious Evans’ 

8. And when it was finished there was one little thing that jarred. (210) 

9. ‘It isn’t as though this drug habit had a real hold on him’ (211) 

10. They stared at each other, then Frankie said with a renewal of suspicion (213) 

11. ‘Sorry for my incredulity - but the facts do take a bit of swallowing, don’t 

they?’(215) 

12. ‘That’s all pretty thin as evidence’ (216) 

13. ‘They also did a little hocus pocus of posting parcels to bolster up the walking-

tour theory.’ (220) 

 

С. Find the following idioms in the book and use them in the context of your 

own. 

1. стиснуть зубы, проявить силу духа (199) 

2. пронзать взглядом (207) 

3. раскрыть карты (208)  

4. быть по уши втянутым во что-либо (218)  

5. не медлить ни минуты, действовать решительно (219)  

6. проливать крокодиловы слезы (фальшивое проявление сострадания)(219)  

 

D. Translate the following sentences using words and phrases from sections A-C 

1. Если вы решили завести домашнее животное, не стоит сразу поддаваться 

порыву, необходимо взвесить все за и против. 

2. Есть старая пословица: “Удача любит смелых”. 

3. Мне нужно ответить на десяток писем, но я уже неделю откладываю эту 

работу. Кажется, пора всё-таки взяться за это дело. 
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SPEAKING TASK 

 

5. Answer the comprehension questions in pairs: 

 

1.Is Bobby frank with Mr Askew, the owner of the hotel, and Moira? 

2.What news does Bobby break to Moira? How does she react? 

3. Who does all the talking in the council of three? 

4.At what stage of the ‘pow-wow’ does Frankie feel better? 

5. Does Moira suspect RBF? Whose side does she take? 

6.Do Bobby and Frankie favour the option to question RBF?  

7. How does Frankie justify RBF? 

What facts does she present to incriminate Nickolson? 

8.What news and ideas is Roger revealing to Frankie? Why does he favour the Grange? 

9. Why does Frankie decide to confront Roger? 

10. Does Roger admit taking the photograph? How does he account for it? 

11. Why should Alan Carstairs have both photographs of Moira and of Mrs Cayman in 

his possession? 

What theories about the Nickolsons does Frankie develop? Does Roger chime in? 

12.What fact does Frankie keep back? 

 

2. Give a broader context and comment on the following: 

 

1. ‘If looks could kill I feel sure he’d have made me a corpse then and there’ 

2. ‘Coincidences do happen’ (207) 

3. ‘We seem,somehow, to have got in between the covers of a book’ (209) 

4. ‘..although he [Evans] ‘s a starting point as it were, yet in himself he is probably 

quite inessential.’ (210) 

5. ‘How beautifully incurious men are!’ (214) 

6. ‘Lots of respectable citizens fall in love with other people’s wives’ (217) 

7. ‘Bother - what a mess one gets into with words.’ (218) 

 

3. Discussion questions: 

 

1. Is Bobby in your opinion emotionally attached to Moira? 

2. Do you sympathize with Moira? Why/why not? 

3. Do you agree that the starting point is inessential when the desired result is 

produced? 

4. What type of male person dislikes helpless women? 
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PORTION VIII (Chapters 22-24) 

READING TASK 

 

1. Place these names in the context of the book: 

 

● Oxford Circus 

● The British Museum 

● the Savoy 

● Leonard’s Gardens 

● The Astradora  

 

2. Write out words and expressions to help you talk about the following: 

 

● Sylvia’s attitude to the Grange 

● Bobby’s quest of Moira 

 

VOCABULARY PRACTICE 

 

А. Learn the following word combinations in situations from the book; 

translate them into Russian paying attention to the context they were used 

in: 

 

1. at hand (224)  

2. to be all for (226)  

3. feel in a dilemma (226)  

4. a quack (227)  

5. to acquire a hold over somebody (228)  

6. it inclines me to believe (229)  

7. purport (231)  

8. appear on the scene (235) 

9. to nip out (236)  

10.  a conjurer (236)  

11. a meek man (240)  

12. to be spirited away (248)  

13. feel forlorn (249)  

14. act for somebody (250)  

15. settle up with somebody (249)  

16. be adept at (251)  

17. musty smell (252)  

18. confirmatory evidence (253)  

19. be at liberty to do smth (258)  
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B. Explain the word combinations in bold: 

 

1. She rang off and Bobby uttered his third respectful ‘Yes, your ladyship’, for the 

benefit of any curious ears. (233) 

2. ‘You look as though you were miles away’ (234) 

3. ‘But I don’t see how you can get round this one.’ (237) 

4. ‘I don’t mind befriending the girl so long as you don’t drivel on about her as 

though she had no hands or feet or tongue or brains.’(240) 

5. Bobby had some ado to preserve his impassive chauffeur’s demeanour as 

Frankie came out alone. (247) 

6. ‘I shall be cunning as the serpent.’ (249) 

С. Find the following idioms in the book and use them in the context of your 

own. 

1. отвечать за поступки (231)  

2. ком в горле (232)  

3. раз плюнуть, как два пальца об асфальт (236)  

4. не вчера родиться, тертый калач, стреляный воробей (237)  

5. преступник скрылся (237)  

6. жизнь висит на волоске (239)  

7. дать повод сплетням (248)  

8. сидеть сложа руки (249)  

 

D. Translate the following sentences using words and phrases from sections A-C 

1. Я скоро вернусь, мне нужно сбегать в магазин. 

2. Карьере доктора пришёл конец, когда журналисты узнали, что на самом 

деле он необразованный шарлатан. 

3.  Кошки этой породы очень кротки, спокойны и прекрасно ладят с детьми. 

 

SPEAKING TASK 

 

6. Answer the comprehension questions in pairs: 

 

1. Why do Roger and Frankie confront Sylvia? 

2. Why does Sylvia favour the idea of Henry’s being sent to the Grange?  

3. Where ought people to go for a cure according to Frankie? How does Sylvia feel 

about the whole thing? What interrupts their thoughts? 

4.What happens to Henry BF? How do the others come to know? 

5. What diagnosis does the doctor establish? What does Henry’s note say? 

6.Who do Frankie and Bobby suspect of the death of Henry BF? What facts are they 

considering? 

7. Why is Dr. Nickolson compared with a conjurer? 

8.What is on Bobby’s mind? Does Frankie agree to his proposition to act quickly? 

9. Why did Mr. Macbeth commit all those murders? 
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10.Is Dr Nicklson a hospitable person? What surprising news does he deliver to 

Frankie?  Does she believe him? 

11.What feeling does Frankie experience when she gets inside the Grange? 

12.Where do the next house agents direct her? How does Frankie counteract their 

expression of surprise?  

13. Who does Frankie impersonate this time and what for? Does she have any luck?  

14.Why does the famous yacht of a millionaire arouse interest in Frankie? 

15. What is House 17 like? What object catches Frankie’s eye? 

16. Who is Mr Spragge? What is he famous for? Why does panic seize Frankie? 

 

2. Give a broader context and comment on the following: 

 

1. ‘On principle, I distrust people who have alibis.’ (237) 

2. ‘It’s extraordinary how men like helpless women’ (239) 

3. ‘She is like a little bird that sits and waits to be eaten by a snake without doing 

anything about it’ (239) 

4. House agents are adepts at summing up the ‘class’ of clients. (251) 

 

 

3. Discussion questions: 

 

1. Do you ‘believe in perfect liberty between husband and wife’ as Dr Nicholson 

does? 

2. Do you think that Frankie has a prejudice against Moira or is it natural for a 

woman to be irritated by other people’s helplessness? 
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PORTION IX (Chapters 25-27) 

READING TASK 

 

Place these names in the context of the book: 

 

● Mrs. Templeton 

● George Parker 

● Chipping Sommerton 

● The Station Hotel 

● Tudor Cottage 

 

VOCABULARY PRACTICE 

 

A. Find the following English equivalents in situations from the book; use them 

in the context they were used in: 

1.  (260) выдать себя за кого-либо  

2.  (260) наглая выходка 

3.  (260) доиграться 

4.  (261) планироваться 

5.  (262) уладить дела без судебного разбирательства 

6.  (263) неправомерное воздействие 

7.  (263) проженный, расчетливый 

8.  (264) навязчивая идея 

9.  (265) составить завещание 

10.  (265) в своем завещании 

11.  (269) стоять за чем-либо  

12.  (269) ответный ход 

13.   (270) поделиться переживаниями 

14. (270) иметь смелость, мужество 

15. (272) душераздирающие истории 

16.  (273) щелка между штор 

17.  (274) взбираться на дерево 

18.  (275)смягчить удар 

19. (275) звуки стихли 

20. (278) дать деру, удрать 

21.  (278) улизнуть от кого-либо 

22. (278) щеголиха 

23. (279) траур 

24.  (279) пожалеть чувства 

25.  (280) неприемлемая версия 

26. (285) без задней мысли 

27.  (285) вставать на свои места 

28.  (288) бесполезно 
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B. Explain the word combinations in bold: 

 

1. She could, in fact, have bitten out her tongue for stupidity a moment later, but 

the words had been said,..(259) 

2. There was a struggle in his voice, the outraged lawyer was at war with the 

fatherly family solicitor. (259) 
3. His benign manner returned. (260) 

4. He brought quite a breath of wide open space into my office. (262) 

5. She had a little of the sensation of walking barefoot over a floor covered with 

tin tacks. (262) 

6. Dr. Nicholson seemed content with mere bolts and bars and even there he 

seemed to be somewhat remiss. (272) 

7. He had an idea that ears like these were said to have some special significance 

(274)  

8. ...at the next minute the bough, a rotten one, had snapped and Bobby was 

pitchforked head first into a clump of hydrangea. (275) 

9. Meanwhile Frankie was driving in the direction of  Staverley, her mind a maze 

of conflicting emotions. (279) 

10. ‘Going to get married on the quiet - and he’s hooked it.’ (278) 

11. Dr Nicholson’s alibi was cast iron. (280) 

12. The sweet cloying smell filled her nostrils. (288)  

С. Find the following idioms in the book and use them in the context of your 

own. 

1. переломить ситуацию в свою сторону (260)  

2. женщины из него веревки вили (263)  

3. на свое усмотрение (264) 

4. подтолкнуть на что-то (270)  

5. обходить стороной, держаться подальше (271)  

6. испугаться, переполошиться (279)  

7. по прямой (286)  

 

D. Translate the following sentences using words and phrases from sections A-C 

 

1. Прожженные бизнесмены не жалеют чувства своих подчиненных. 

Так много душераздирающих историй об их противостоянии. 

2. Манипуляторы иногда даже без задней мысли подталкивают 

людей на необдуманные поступки. От такого неправомерного 

воздействия следует держаться подальше. 

3. Когда он последний раз взбирался на дерево, то доигрался и упал. 

Хорошо, что удар смягчили свежевскопанные грядки.  

4. От Нижнего Новгорода до Москвы по прямой 300 км. 
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SPEAKING TASK 

 

1. Answer the comprehension questions in pairs: 

 

1. Is Mr Spragge angry with Frankie after her confession? 

2. What does the letter of the Rivington woman say? 

3. Why did Mr Carstairs turn to Mt Spragge? Was the lawyer of any help?  

4. How does Mr Carstairs come across to Mr Spragge? What facts about the latter 

are being disclosed? 

5. Why did Mr Savage die? Why was his will completely uncharacteristic of him? 

6. What was the principal reason for Alan Carstairs coming over to England? 

7. Where is George Parker heading for? What security measures does he take? 

8. What is Bobby concerned about? Where does he expect to find the dead body of 

Moira and who is to take charge of it? What is he determined to do? 

9. Describe the looks of Dr. Nicholson now that Bobby can closely peer at him. 

10. What stories does the Grange evoke in him?What does the light in the windows 

induce him to do? 

11. Why doesn’t Bobby turn up at the inquest? Why are the proceedings conducted 

tactfully? 

12. Describe Bobby’s first fall from the branch. Why does the second occur? 

13. What scathing remarks does Dr. Nicholson address to Frankie? 

14. Why does Roger confront Dr. Nickolson? 

15. What does Bobby's letter say? 

16. How does his story fit in with the ABC railway guide? 

17. Why does Frankie wish she had been instructed  to go to Chipping Sommerton 

by car? 

18. Can you describe Frankie’s way from the station to Tudor Cottage as strenuous 

exercise? Why or why not? 

19. What happens to Frankie in Tudor Cottage? 

 

1. Give a broader context and comment on the following: 

 

1. ‘Just high spirits - but sometimes extremely difficult to settle out in court.’ 

(260) 

2. ‘I never advise bringing a case into court unless there is every hope of success.’ 

(262) 

3. ‘The law is an uncertain animal.It has twists and turns that surprise the non-

legal mind.’ (262) 

4. ‘These ocean trips are dangerous.’ (263) 

5. ‘Men are extraordinary creatures.’ (267)  

6. ‘Local gossip is very unreliable.’ (283) 
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3. Discussion questions: 

 

1. Why do you think Mr. Spragge brings cases into court on the condition that he 

is likely to win? How does it characterize him as a lawyer? 

2. Do you happen to know what personality type has ears joined to the cheek? Or 

is this a meaningless feature? 

3. Is it wise of Frankie to have followed all Bobby’s instructions? 
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PORTION X (Chapters 28-30) 

READING TASK 

 

What are the two unexpected twists in chapter 28?  
 

Read chapters 29 and 30 for general understanding and state if the following 

statements are true or false or not given: 

 

1. Both Badger and Roger are alumni of Oxford.  

2. Badger arrives at Tudor Cottage on purpose.  

3. Roger Bassington-ffrench is detained by the police.  

4. The police believe Roger is responsible for forgery of the letters.  

5. Moira is kidnapped by Roger. 

 

VOCABULARY PRACTICE 

 

А. Learn the following word combinations in situations from the book; 

translate them into Russian paying attention to the context they were used 

in: 

 

1. to peer about (289)  

2. to be tied hand and foot (290) 

3. resourceful (291)  

4. to have it your own way (291)  

5. to undo (292)  

6. to find tongue (294)  

7. to go awry (294) 

8. to pull something off (297)  

9. to nose out somebody’s  trail (299)  

10. to chuck something down (301)  

11.  to take into confidence (303)  

12.  a bailiff (304)  

13.  to sleuth (304)  

14. to pick the lock (305)  

15. exultation (307)  

16. at attempt at disguise (309)  

17. to be in an obliging mood (310)  

18. to have good hearing (311)  

19. to keep the deception up (311)  

20.  to be disposed to regard (315)  

21. to stand dumbfounded (315)  

22. a hoax (316)  
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B. Explain the word combinations in bold: 

 

1. There were a few broken pictures  lying against the wall, a dilapidated iron bed 

and some broken chairs. (289) 

2. They permitted motion of a somewhat crablike type. (290) 

3. ‘I’m afraid i have landed you in a mess’ (292)  

4. The next five minutes were spent in a struggle that did credit to Bobby’s dentist 

(292) 

5. ‘Let’s ask him,’ said Frankie. ‘You know, a last-minute boon’ (297) 

6. ‘ I’ve still had a kind of sneaking hope that possibly Roger …’ (297) 

7. ‘A touch of the Houdini about you, my friend’ (302)  

8. Bobby’s heart smote him. (304) 

9. The roof presented no difficulties (306). Nature and Badger’s weight had 

done the rest. (306) 

10. Lying on his back, smiling agreeably, Roger seemed to take a positive pleasure 

in enlightening them. (310) 

11. They had turned their tables on Bassington-ffrench and yet, in some peculiar 

way, he had robbed them of their triumph. (312) 

12. ..after explaining matters once more in a somewhat perfunctory fashion (315)  

 

С. Find the following idioms in the book and use them in the context of your 

own. 

 

1. ситуация изменилась (291)  

2. заморачиваться по пустякам (292) 

3. спасение в последнюю минуту (296)  

4. идти по ложному следу (299)  

5. как невинное дитя (311)  

6. быть атакованным с тыла  

 

D. Translate the following sentences using words and phrases from sections A-C 

1. Чарли был опытным и невероятно находчивым взломщиком - он мог 

вскрыть любой замок. 

2. История о том, как известный актёр едва не погиб на съёмках и был спасён 

в последний момент, оказалась обычной газетной уткой. 

3. Полиция долго шла по ложному следу, пока один частный детектив 

случайно не вышел на настоящего преступника. 

 

SPEAKING TASK 

 

1. Answer the comprehension questions in pairs: 

 

1. Describe the setting where Frankie comes to herself. 
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2. How did Bobby end up lying in the same attic with Frankie? 

3. Are Bobby and Frankie tied loosely enough to break free? 

4. Who ties Frankie securely to the chair? 

5. What accident does Dr Nicholson intend to stage? 

6. What is Frankie lamenting over? 

7. What causes Bobby to think about ears? 

8. What fuels Bobby’s suspicions and are they confirmed? 

9. How does Bobby get away with the broken glass? 

10. Why does Badger describe Roger as bad hat? 

11. How are the three friends going to attack RBF? 

12. Why is Bobby filled with remorse while listening to Bobby’s story? 

13. Why did Badger have a good mind to hide inside the Bentley? 

14. When did Badger realize that something was wrong? 

15. How did Badger break loose from the garage? 

16. Would RBF have been ambushed had it not been for Badger? 

17. Who interrogates Roger? What facts does he disclose? 

18. What did ring a bell for Roger to start suspecting Frankie? What fact does he 

keep back? 

19. Who else is in the house? 

20. Are the police eager to come? What happens to Moira and Roger? 

 

2. Give a broader context and comment on the following: 

 

1. ‘Extraordinary how easy these things sound in book’ (292) 

2. ‘..fingers were made before forks - and teeth were used before fingers’ (293) 

3. ‘Like looking through a distorting mirror . All people who seemed most all right 

are really wrong’ (298) 

4. ‘There must be some way of telling criminals” (298) 

5. ‘That’s the true womanly spirit’ (303) 

6. ‘An interesting light on the limitations of the brain’ (309) 

 

 3. Discussion questions: 

 

1. Did you expect Badger to play such a significant part? Could one have set hopes 

on him? Think of other examples where people didn’t think highly of the person 

who eventually rescues them. 

2. Do you think Frankie reproaches herself as much as Bobby does for not taking 

Badger into confidence? 

3. Why is Roger reluctant to give away the Evans issue? Can he have something in 

mind? 

4. Think of a villain who was in an impossible situation and used their charm to 

escape. 
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PORTION XI (Chapters 31-33) 

READING TASK 

 

Place these names in the context of the story 

 

● Inspector Hammond 

● Queen’s Gate 

● Rose Chudleigh 

● Albert Mere 

● Mr and Mrs Templeton 

● Mrs Pratt 

● Harley Street 

● Gladys 

● Medeshot Aerodrome 

● Mr Donald King 

● The Orient Cafe 

 

VOCABULARY PRACTICE 

 

А. Learn the following word combinations in situations from the book; translate 

them into Russian paying attention to the context they were used in: 

 

 

1. to be full of pep and vim (319)  

2. be scared stiff (320)  

3. see much of sb (320)  

4. get tangled (321)  

5.  take for safe keeping (324)  

6. strike as odd 

7. hang together (330)  

8. fishy (333)  

9. with one accord (339)  

10. to be in sight (344) 

11.  a cruet (344)  

12. to rivet attention (345)  

 

B. Explain the word combinations in bold: 

 

1. ‘I feel [..].a longing to dash out and do things.’ (319) 

2. ‘We’ve got to get to the bottom of this, Frankie.’ (320) 

3. ‘We must get affairs straightened out for him.’ (321) 

4. ‘That seems rather wholesale.’ (325)  
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5. Frankie went off in the Bentley, having  smartened herself up by a few local 

purchases (323)  

6. They couldn’t very well bribe a Harley Street doctor (333) 

7. ‘It’s coming.. It’s a sort of flicker.’ (334) 

8. ‘..., and kept him there for twelve hours while Bassington-ffrench did his 

impersonation stunt.’ (335) 

9. ‘Like where the rainbow ends.’ (339)  

10. They pulled up outside the Vicarage gate, the Vicarage drive not lending itself 

to the turning of expensive cars. (342) 

 

С. Find the following idioms in the book and use them in the context of your 

own. 

1. проще пареной репы (323)  

2. прослышать (323) 

3. управлять кем-либо (323) 

4. под одной крышей (339)  

 

D. Translate the following sentences using words and phrases from sections A-C 

1. Доктор был уверен, что сосед, с которым он жил под одной крышей уже 

достаточно долго, замешан в чём-то подозрительном. 

2. Услышав ночью громкий шум на кухне, она оцепенела от страха, но 

потом всё же решила выяснить, в чём там дело. 

3. Политик призывал своих сторонников объединиться. 

 

SPEAKING TASK 

 

1. Answer the comprehension questions in pairs: 

 

1. How are Frankie and Bobby feeling after the adventures? 

2. What assumptions does Bobby make about Moira? 

3. What observations did Frankie make about the will? 

4. Does the waitress give any valuable information to Frankie and Bobby? 

5. Who inherits all Frankie’s money according to her will? Does Bobby consider it 

wise of her? Does he express his gratitude? 

6. Why is the forgery of the will out of the question? 

7. Why is Rose Chudleigh described as a person with very little intelligence?  

8. Is she of any help to Bobby and Frankie? 

9. Do Frankie and Bobby achieve a breakthrough in their investigation? 

10. What arrangements does Frankie make about Badger? 

11. Who finally solves the riddle of Evans? Does this hypothesis hold water? 

12. Why does Frankie decide against going to Marchbolt by car? What does she 

suggest? 

13. Why hasn’t the forgery of the signature been detected so far? 
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14. Where do they head for instead of the Vicarage? 

15. Where do Frankie and Bobby start their quest for Evans? 

16. Are the two friends taken in by Moira’s performance? What did she have in 

mind? 

17. Whereabouts is Mrs Roberts located? 

18. Why does  Frankie manage to cheat death? 

 

2. Give a broader context and comment on the following: 

 

1. ‘I am rather good with nitwits’. (325) 

2. For the first time in its history one of the waitresses hurried. (346) 

3. ‘I shall never buy that toothbrush’ (340) 

 

3. Discussion questions: 

 

1.  What skills help Bobby and Frankie lead their investigation?  

2. Why does Frankie leave everything to Bobby in her will, a man of no relation to 

her? Is it typical for people of her class? 

3. Which of the characters is the most agile in their struggle to survive? 
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PORTION XII (Chapters 34,35) 

READING TASK 

 

Write out words and expressions to help you talk about the following: 

 

● The number of confessions that Roger makes 

● Frankie and Bobby’s dream 

 

VOCABULARY PRACTICE 

 

 

А. Learn the following word combinations in situations from the book; translate 

them into Russian paying attention to the context they were used in: 

 

1. an accomplished criminal (348)  

2. to make a match of (348)  

3. to go all out for somebody (349)  

4. to concoct a plan (349)  

5. in good faith (349)  

6. to poke about (350)  

7. get rattled (351)  

8. tall stories (352)  

9. to disparage (352)  

10. to show one’s mettle (353)  

11. lie low (354)  

12. to drag into (354)  

13. have reason to (357)  

14. put two and two together (358)  

15. plucky (360)  

16. to take life seriously (361)  

 

B. Explain the word combinations in bold: 

 

1. ‘I fancy I have always been what they call a wrong ‘un’ (347) 

2. ‘In the meantime, I was perfecting my plans.’ (349) 

3. ‘He was making a serious nuisance of himself.’ (351) 

4. ‘And then your friend Bobby upset things.’(351)  

5. ‘Then I wrote a nice affecting letter, wiped my fingerprints from the revolver, 

pressed Henry’s hand around it..’ (353) 

6. ‘Of course Bobby’s knight errantry was a bit difficult for Moira.’ (351) 

7. ‘She was afraid you would get on to Evans and get the hang of how Savage’s 

will and suicide was worked.’ (354) 
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8. ‘And all owing to you and that extremely objectionable young man Bobby 

Jones.’ (354) 

9. ‘Managing a coffee estate out in Kenya on a whacking big screw? I should 

think so.’ (359) 

 

С. Find the following idioms in the book and use them in the context of your 

own. 

1. перепугаться (350)  

2. играть на руку (351)  

3. преувеличить, сгущать краски (352)  

4. как две капли (358)  

 

D. Translate the following sentences using words and phrases from sections A-C 

1. Офицер сомневался, что план, придуманный полицией, сработает: Клайд 

- опытный преступник и сможет сообразить, что к чему. 

2. Я понимаю, что в твоём положении трудно не растеряться, но я бы всё же 

не стал так сгущать краски. 

3. У меня есть причины считать, что вы хотите втянуть меня во что-то 

незаконное. 

 

SPEAKING TASK 

 

1. Answer the comprehension questions in pairs: 

 

      1.  Why does RBF describe his accomplice as spiteful? 

2. Were RBF and Moira a perfect match for each other when they met? 

3. What were RBF ambitions? 

4. How did Moira involve herself in all that fraud? 

5. Who did RBF attempt to murder and why did his plans go sideways? 

6. How did Carstairs get hold of that picture of Moira? 

7. Why were Moira and RBF concerned about Carstair mentioning Evans? 

8. What was the real reason behind Moira’s shock when she saw Bobby near the 

Grange?  

9. Was Henry’s murder easy to organize? 

10. What intention did Moira have when she returned to the Vicarage? 

11. How does Roger explain Moira’s betrayal? 

12. Does Roger lose any enthusiasm? 

13. What missteps of the crooks could have given them away? 

14. What dream are Bobby and Frankie going to fulfill? 

 

     2. Give a broader context and comment on the following: 

 

1. ‘I like variety.’ (354) 
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2. ‘But if at first you don’t succeed, try try again.’ (355) 

3. ‘That’s how the ordinary mind works.’ (358) 

 

     3. Discussion questions. 

 

1. Why do you think Roger bothers to give a full account of his actions? Has he 

been truthful in his letter? Why doesn’t he prevent the facts from coming to 

light? Does he feel guilty? Where is he heading for in your opinion? Will he 

attempt to get even with Frankie and Bobby? 

2. Can you describe the relationship between Moira and Roger as romantic, 

friendly or business? 

3. Are Frankie and Bobby made for each other? 

4. Why do you think the Vicar approves of Bobby’s getting married to Lady 

Frances and their leaving for Kenya? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The End 

 

  



Методические задания для занятий по домашнему чтению на английском языке 
по роману Агаты Кристи «Почему не спросили Эванс?» 
(A.Christie «Why didn’t they ask Evans?») 

О.Д. Зотикова 
С.М. Сафонов 

 

 
https://izd-mn.com/ 47 

 

Литература 

 

1. Номера страниц в скобках даны на материале Agatha Christie ‘Why didn’t 

they ask Evans?’ Harper, 2008. 

  



Методические задания для занятий по домашнему чтению на английском языке 
по роману Агаты Кристи «Почему не спросили Эванс?» 
(A.Christie «Why didn’t they ask Evans?») 

О.Д. Зотикова 
С.М. Сафонов 

 

 
https://izd-mn.com/ 48 

 

 

Зотикова Ольга Дмитриевна 

Сафонов Сергей Михайлович 

 

Методические задания для занятий по домашнему чтению на английском языке 

по роману Агаты Кристи «Почему не спросили Эванс?»  

(A.Christie «Why didn’t they ask Evans?») 

Методические указания изданы в авторской редакции 

Сетевое издание 

Ответственный за выпуск – Алимова Н.К. 

Учебное издание 

Системные требования: 

операционная система Windows XP или новее, macOS 10.12 или новее, Linux.  

Программное обеспечение для чтения файлов PDF. 

 

Объем данных 1,5 Мб  

Принято к публикации «09» августа 2022 года 

 

 

 

Режим доступа: https://izd-mn.com/PDF/42MNNPU22.pdf свободный. – Загл. с экрана. – 

Яз. рус., англ. 

 

ООО «Издательство «Мир науки» 

«Publishing company «World of science», LLC 

Адрес: 

Юридический адрес — 127055, г. Москва, пер. Порядковый, д. 21, офис 401. 

Почтовый адрес — 127055, г. Москва, пер. Порядковый, д. 21, офис 401. 

https://izd-mn.com/ 

ДАННОЕ ИЗДАНИЕ ПРЕДНАЗНАЧЕНО ИСКЛЮЧИТЕЛЬНО ДЛЯ ПУБЛИКАЦИИ НА 

ЭЛЕКТРОННЫХ НОСИТЕЛЯХ 

 

https://izd-mn.com/PDF/42MNNPU22.pdf
https://izd-mn.com/

