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Unit 1.

;

An Introduction to the UK Parliament

Tt

£ ilE =

The Houses of Parliament (the Palace of Westminster)

Structure of the UK Parliament
BICAMERAL

The Monarch
UPPER HOUSE

The H()lﬁc of Lords L OWER HOUSE
v : The House of Commons
(used to be hereditary body) 'l
Members of the House of Lords R

Life Peers (about 700) elected and

Bishops (26)
Hereditary Peers (92-since
’ MPs — Members
House of Lords Act 1999)
(currently around 825 Members —
appointed by the Queen and
recommenden by the Prime Minister )

representative body
of the Parliament

(650 Members — elected by
the population at large)

Watch part of the video dtttps://youtu.be/RAMbIz3Y2JA0:00-5:10).

Practise pronouncinghe wordsand be ready to define them in English.

wmonarch [/ " ménok/
wchamber /7t wedmbbp/
wshiaeoa /| ”
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bi shamp /" b

clerk/kl6 'Ek /

par | i admilnat mo n tp/

gover nmAmmto AVbonmbpnt /
scrutin@/ /" skru'Et
scrutiniz2 e,/ ~ S BNaal Et

affect,em /D fekt/

constituency /kn ~ dsibnsi/

enquiry (b © kdwida

MP / fhem " pi E/

expert ilBet i/l Re/k s p

mi ni st éosto@l/l / A m

cer emonidmafio/ / nser
Magna CaOnof & Et g mb

| i fe dedop / Rl a

hereditary peer tiayedd r &/ ~ p

Select Committee d§ekt ko mdi/

Royal AQdsdeentt [/ AQr
civil sediBEMEnt [/ s
representative democratyry reepbtds dimokrosi/

gegegeegegeegeeeeeeeeeeecece

Study the text of the video and answérte questions.

1. Which two historical events established the foundations of representative
democracy and the UK Parliament?

What are the main parts of the UK Parliament?

Whatdoesan MPstand for and what do MPs2lo

How does Parliament hold the Governminaccount?

What are the functions of Select Committees?

What is a bill?

What is the difference between Green and White Papers?

N s WDN

Healthcare, education, the environment, international aid, crime. Issues affecting all
our lives are shaped and driven by Ranent. But how did it all begin, what does
Parliament do all day and how do you fit in?

Parliament has evolved throughout its long history to become what it is today,
changing over time to meet the needs of the people. Two key historical events began
this process. In 1215, King John put his seal on Magna Carta and agreed to a list of

HAY EM http://izd -mn.com/ 5
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63 rules set out by a group of barons. This ensured for the first time that no one, not
even the king, was above the law. Fifty years later, Simon de Montfort, for the first
time, invited representatives of the towns and shires to his 1265 parliament. These
events established the foundations for the representative democracy we have today
and from this point onwards the power to make decisions for the nation passed, over
time, from the monarch to Parliament.

Let 6s take a closer l.ook at the UK Parl

Parliament is made up of three pa¥tsthe House of Commons, the House of Lords,

and theMonarch. The House of Commons is the elected chamber of Parliament. It
debatesbig issues, proposes laws, amends existing ones, and challenges the
Government s wor k. There are 650 Memb
represent a constituency in the UK. They belong to either a political party or are
independent, and are electeddoystituents of the area they want to represent.

The leader of the party that has the most MPs elected after a general election becomes
the Prime Minister and heads up tBevernmentThey choose &abinet made up of
20 senior ministers who coordinatechGovernmend e par t ment 6 s wor k

Parties not in power are called the Opposition. MPs from the Opposition and
Government question th@overnmenton policy and proposed laws. Ti8peaker
keeps theéHouse in order by chairing these debates.

The House of brds is the second chamber and shares the making and shaping of

| aws with the House of Commons. | t ha:
mostly of life peers, and also includes hereditary peers and bishops. Lords are
selected for their knowledge and expace, and holdsovernmentto account by

using their expertise to look at laws and issues in detail.

The monarchds rol e 1 s m&rmeMinstercoace @ weekn i a |
to hear whatodés going on in Par.| iBaume ntth a
not all' There are also people working behind the scenes who support the work of
Parliamentclerks, librarians, researchers and many more.

The Governmenthas been elected to run the country, and Parliament holds the
Governmentto account fo u s , the publiceé but how?!
and Ministerial Questions give MPs and Lords the opportunity to challenge the

HAY EM http://izd -mn.com/ 6
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Government 6s policies. |l tés in these d
constituents and the public and how naolicies may affect them.

Another important way Parliament can scrumilook in detail, at the work of
Governments through Select Committees. Select Committees analyse and scrutinise
policy. They are made up of either MPs, Lords or a mixture ofi.bdbgether
Committee members look at a particular subject and make recommendations on
improvements. Witnesses with expertise in the area under scrutiny are called to give
evidence, which is used to help shape @emmi t t eeds enqui ry.
public, like you, with a view on the subject can also give evidence for consideration.
At the end of arenquiry, a Committee writes a report with recommendations that the
Governmenusually responds to within 60 days.

Both Houses in Parliament share respohgibior making and shaping laws. But
where do laws come from in the first placeDilAis a proposal for a new law, or to
change amxistinglaw, and comes from lots of places, like governing and opposition
parties, publienquiries, civil servants or agaign groups.

So how does an idea get turned into a law? Imagin&tdvernmentvanted to place
greater controls over thimternet. A proposal called a Green Paper is published,
which presents th&over nment 6 s i deas for f wbkicur e
discussionwith interested groups liknternet service providers and others likely to
be affected. Once findings are gather@White Paper is publishedvhich outlines a
firmer plan for Governmentpolicy. Cabinetministers must agree whether the
proposal is taken forward. Once agreddllas drawn up and theninister responsible

for the policy introduces thhkill to Parliament for debate. MPs and members of the
House of Lords comment on, debate or amendilhéhrough several stages, and at
the end of the process, apart from very rare circumstances, it must be agreed by both
Houses. It is then passed to Menarch who gives formal approval, or Royal Assent,
and thebill becomes law, called an Act of Parliament.

HAY EM http://izd -mn.com/ 7
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NOTES

King John

= King John(byname John Lackland) (c. 11%@216)

- was king of England from 1199 to 1216. John
exploited his feudal rights to extort money from the
barons: he set taxes at very high levels, he enforced
arbitrary fines and he sei
used thisincome to fund his expensive wars in
France, but still he failed to hold together the
Angevin Empire created by his father Henry Il. In a
war with the French king Philip I, he lost Normandy
and almost all his other possessions in France. In
England, aftera revolt of the barons, he was forced to

King John of England seal the Magna Carta (1215) that curtailed royal
Engravin . . . . ..
National Gallery of At Washington, D.c. POWeET in matters of taxation, justice, religion and

foreign policy.

The Magna Carta

The Magna Carta, also know as
Magna Carta Libertatum (the Great
Charter of Feedoms), was so
called because the original version
was drafted in Latin. It was
introduced by some of the most
notable barons of the thirteenth
century in an act of rebellion
against King John of England who
signed the document in 1215 at
Runnymede in the south of
Magna Carta England. By doing this he agreed
An engraving of King John signing the Magna Carta on June 15, 121 that limits could be set on royal
Runnymede, England

powers. Later, especially in the
17th century, the Magna Carta was seen as a statement of basic civil rights.

HAdkig http://izd -mn.com/ 8
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Simon de Montfort

Simon de Montfort/ rympa db

* @ntfot/, 6th earl of Leicester,
(c. 12081265), was the leader of
the baronial revolt against King
Henry Ill. He became de facto
ruler of the country for less than a
year in 1265 and played a major
role in the constitutional
development of Egland. During
his rule, Montfort called two
famous parliaments (Simon de
Simon de Montfort meets the men who have comehis Parliament ir Montfortcs Parliament)' The first
London stripped the King of unlimited
By Peter Jackson authority, while the second
included ordinary citizens from the towns. For this reason, Montfort is regarded today
asone of the progenitors of modern parliamentary democracy.

Parliament (from OIld French:parlement Latin: parliamentun originally meant a
talk and the word was used in the 13th century to describedafieer discussions
between monks in their cloisters.

The Mother of Parliaments

Nicknamed th&iMother of Parliaments the British parliament is respected as the
most ancient parliament in todayworld. Apart from a few brief interruptions, it has
carried out its business on the same spot, calleBdhee of Westminster, since the
year 1265. It was in this yedhat Simon de Montfort convened the first elected
parliament of England: the men met at Westminster, which was at the time a village
outside the medieval city afondon. These elected officialseve lords and barons,

not ordinary people, and they were elected by their peers, not by universal suffrage;
but each one was there to represent one of the counties or cities in the kingdom of
England.

Parliament and the Crown
The Crown is another way oéferring to the monarchy which is the oldest part of

the system of government in the country. Time has reduced the power of the
monarchy, and today it is broadly ceremonial. Along with the House of Commons

HAdRig http://izd -mn.com/ 9
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and the House of Lords, the Crown is an integeat of the institution of Parliament.
The Queen plays a constitutional role in opening and dissolving Parliament and
approving bills before they become law.

Civil servantsare employed in the civil servicdhe civil service in the United
Kingdom only includes Crown (i.e. central government) employees, not
parliamentary employees or local government employdég Crown, for this
purpose at least, does not include Her Majesty hedsedb those employed by the
Monarch are not civil servants. Civil senta are usuallyd but not alwaysd in
practice employed by Ministers of the Crown so most civil servants work in
government departments and are therefore employed by Government Ministers.
Parliament is quite separate from the Crown so those who are yauploy
Parliament are also not civil servants.

Selectsommitteeis a committee made up of a small number of parliamentary
members appointed to deal with particular areas or issues originating in the
Westminster system of parliamentary democracy.

Life peeris a person who is given the honour of atittesach A Lor do and
the House of Lords as a reward for the good things they have done for the country.

Hereditary peeris someone who became a peer when a parent died, and who can
pass it on to their oldest child.

Representative democracylso kmwn as indirect democracy or representative
government, is a type of democracy founded on the principle of elected officials
representing a group of people.

MPs are entitled to be known d$ie Right Honourabl¢The Rt Hon. or Rt Honif
they are membersf thePrivy Council (a formal body of advisers to the Sovereign of
the United Kingdom)or simply as Honourable (Horif)they are not.

IV. Find wordsand collocationgn the text for the following definitions.

1. aking or queen

2. to change a law, document, teti@ment, etc. slightly in order to correct a
mistake or to improve it

3. adistrict that elects its own representative to parliament

4.  a member of the nobility or the House of Lords

HAY EM http://izd -mn.com/ 10
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5. a priest with a high rank in some Christian religions, who is the head of all
the churches and priests in a large area
6. to be in charge of debates
7.  to govern the country
8.  to examine policy very carefully
9. the areathat is carefully examined
10. to test the efficiency of the gover
11. special skills or knowledge in a padlar subject, that you learn by
experience or training
12. to require the government to explain or to accept responsibility for its
actions
13. an official process to find out the cause of something or to find out
information about something
14. awrittensuggestohor a new | aw that i1 s prese
so that its members can discuss it
15. the act of signing an Act of Parliament by the king or queen so that it
becomes law
16. anew law which has been approved by Parliament
V.  Find English equivalents inftie text for the Russian phrases.
1. otftetsmr, LOttOedoOehdj dzOhEZz ydL dz
2. mMCwijfdls! 4yoOlsi ¥ | jdzdfks ~Olsds o tsd
3. tlsea j yol! (it BdetsMmilsw d3 dzOMmJ dzj ded W
4. L Oty dl! sMhdser ftjHMIsOsdIlsj dz' dzes?2 H §
5. 1 0Odz0Is0O tsBhddz / 1 OkzOISO dztsteH 59
6. ftoJ HEZOEOI! L OCtsdz
7. odzsmdls: foftcOoCd © LOCBA
8. ftwjHmMOoadwIs! dqLBdttOIj dzt dz@ 2 BCtlzae
9. 9rBdOIlIs! MW dLBdteOIsj dzv d&3qd
10. oantsHdI! 9o MtMmMisOe COBddz] SO drBdded Mistctso
11. L OHO9 Ols! otsftetsM’ HfwOodlsj dzt Mlsealz Y5
12. sy dLdzj dedz” 2 (1 to
13. dzOfmdzj HMlse j dedz" 2 1 to
14. jfdmesy
15, atsLedzOo dzv st H Jj B OIsT
16. ftedL ™ 9 0OIs! fwOoadlsj &z Mseats € Blsyd sk
17. dmfsdzr L s9 Oy Mot W mMhd sdzOdzr dzr 2
18. yJ L zdz® dz dz0v te s dz!
3
HAdRig http://izd -mn.com/ 11
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19. f©wOodvls! flstcOdzs?

20 fSHo jtecOls! Ish Ojd dzgs? ftetse j s { tsdzdg
21. M jydOds d 2 CStdidlsjls

22. slsCter 5] ©OLBd®OL,] d flss &

23. ¢sfkzHOkmise j dedz’ 2 Mczzy Oh d 2

24, 1 jJ dzj dgOw d 1 j dzOW s dzdc O

25, Brls! flsCterlsr &8 Hdzw ©BN jMise j dgdesec s 5B fr
26. CtcOlsCts ftoj HlsOo devesi z Hf Qs ofGs dzd Is d S
27. fisMlsOadls’ LOCEds]fks]Sls

28. or dzgifmlsd LOCBdsftctsj CIls dzO BB MEZYHJj dzd |
29. OCI  OttzOd3j dzls O

30, Ststetsdzj 8 MC OW MOdeS yd W
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Unit 2. The House of Commons

The House of Commons Chamber

Debates in the House of Commons

:
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