UK Parliament Tour
Краткое знакомство с парламентом Великобритании

О.В. Корецкая
Е.Н. Добросклонская

О.В. Корецкая
Е.Н. Добросклонская

UK Parliament Tour
Краткое знакомство с парламентом Великобритании

Учебное пособие по лингвострановедению

Москва 2020

http://izd-mn.com/

1

UK Parliament Tour
Краткое знакомство с парламентом Великобритании

О.В. Корецкая
Е.Н. Добросклонская

УДК 811.111
ББК 81.432.1
К 664
Корецкая, Ольга Владимировна
Добросклонская, Екатерина Николаевна
К 664 UK Parliament Tour. Краткое знакомство с парламентом Великобритании. Учебное
пособие по лингвострановедению. – М.: Мир науки, 2020. – Сетевое издание. Режим
доступа: https://izd-mn.com/PDF/33MNNPU20.pdf – Загл. с экрана.
ISBN 978-5-6044812-8-8
Учебное пособие служит дополнительным материалом к курсу лингвострановедения
Великобритании и представляет основную информацию о политическом устройстве
страны – парламенте, партиях, всеобщих выборах, функциях премьер-министра, кабинета и
полномочиях монарха. Отличительной особенностью пособия являются специально
подобранные к каждой теме видеосюжеты на английском языке, просмотр которых не только
знакомит учащихся с британским парламентом, но и значительно развивает навыки
восприятия аутентичной звучащей речи. Все видеофрагменты сопровождаются текстовой
версией с иллюстрациями и культурно-исторической справкой, дающей более подробные
сведения о становлении и функционировании политической системы Британии. Вопросы к
тексту нацелены на понимание и обсуждение темы раздела, а послетекстовые задания – на
отработку и усвоение активной лексики.
Пособие предназначено для студентов ВУЗов, углубленно изучающих английский
язык, а также всех, интересующихся политической жизнью Соединенного Королевства.

ISBN 978-5-6044812-8-8

© Корецкая Ольга Владимировна, 2020
© Добросклонская Екатерина Николаевна, 2020
© ООО Издательство «Мир науки», 2020

http://izd-mn.com/

2

UK Parliament Tour
Краткое знакомство с парламентом Великобритании

О.В. Корецкая
Е.Н. Добросклонская

Contents
Unit 1. An Introduction to the UK Parliament ............................................................. 4
Unit 2. The House of Commons ................................................................................. 13
Unit 3. The House of Lords ........................................................................................ 34
Unit 4. Bills and Voting .............................................................................................. 48
Unit 5. Parliamentary Election.................................................................................... 54
Unit 6. Prime Minister and the Cabinet ...................................................................... 62
Unit 7. The Monarch ................................................................................................... 72
Unit 8. Main Political Parties ...................................................................................... 81
Recommended Online Resources and Dictionaries .................................................... 86

http://izd-mn.com/

3

UK Parliament Tour
Краткое знакомство с парламентом Великобритании

О.В. Корецкая
Е.Н. Добросклонская

Unit 1. An Introduction to the UK Parliament

The Houses of Parliament (the Palace of Westminster)

I.

Watch part of the video at https://youtu.be/RAMbIz3Y2JA (0:00-5:10).

II.

Practise pronouncing the words and be ready to define them in English.

• monarch /ˈmɒnək/
• chamber /ˈtʃeɪmbə/
• shire /ˈʃaɪə/
http://izd-mn.com/

4

UK Parliament Tour
Краткое знакомство с парламентом Великобритании

О.В. Корецкая
Е.Н. Добросклонская

• bishop /ˈbɪʃəp/
• clerk /klɑːk/
• parliament /ˈpɑːləmənt/
• government /ˈɡʌvəmənt, ˈɡʌvənmənt/
• scrutiny /ˈskruːtɪni/
• scrutinize verb /ˈskruːtənaɪz/
• affect verb /əˈfekt/
• constituency /kənˈstɪtʃuənsi/
• enquiry /ɪnˈkwaɪəri/
• MP /ˌem ˈpiː/
• expertise /ˌekspɜːˈtiːz/
• ministerial /ˌmɪnəˈstɪəriəl/
• ceremonial /ˌserɪˈməʊniəl/
• Magna Carta /ˌmæɡnə ˈkɑːtə/
• life peer /ˌlaɪf ˈpɪə/
• hereditary peer /həˌredɪtri ˈpɪə/
• Select Committee /sɪˌlekt kəˈmɪti/
• Royal Assent /ˌrɔɪəl əˈsent/
• civil servant /ˌsɪvl ˈsɜːvənt/
• representative democracy /ˌreprɪˈzentətɪv dɪˈmɒkrəsi/
III.

Study the text of the video and answer the questions.

1. Which two historical events established the foundations of representative
democracy and the UK Parliament?
2. What are the main parts of the UK Parliament?
3. What does an MP stand for and what do MPs do?
4. How does Parliament hold the Government to account?
5. What are the functions of Select Committees?
6. What is a bill?
7. What is the difference between Green and White Papers?
Healthcare, education, the environment, international aid, crime. Issues affecting all
our lives are shaped and driven by Parliament. But how did it all begin, what does
Parliament do all day and how do you fit in?
Parliament has evolved throughout its long history to become what it is today,
changing over time to meet the needs of the people. Two key historical events began
this process. In 1215, King John put his seal on Magna Carta and agreed to a list of
http://izd-mn.com/
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63 rules set out by a group of barons. This ensured for the first time that no one, not
even the king, was above the law. Fifty years later, Simon de Montfort, for the first
time, invited representatives of the towns and shires to his 1265 parliament. These
events established the foundations for the representative democracy we have today
and from this point onwards the power to make decisions for the nation passed, over
time, from the monarch to Parliament.
Let’s take a closer look at the UK Parliament today.
Parliament is made up of three parts — the House of Commons, the House of Lords,
and the Monarch. The House of Commons is the elected chamber of Parliament. It
debates big issues, proposes laws, amends existing ones, and challenges the
Government’s work. There are 650 Members of Parliament, or MPs, who each
represent a constituency in the UK. They belong to either a political party or are
independent, and are elected by constituents of the area they want to represent.
The leader of the party that has the most MPs elected after a general election becomes
the Prime Minister and heads up the Government. They choose a Cabinet made up of
20 senior ministers who coordinate each Government department’s work.
Parties not in power are called the Opposition. MPs from the Opposition and
Government question the Government on policy and proposed laws. The Speaker
keeps the House in order by chairing these debates.
The House of Lords is the second chamber and shares the making and shaping of
laws with the House of Commons. It has around 800 members and it’s made up
mostly of life peers, and also includes hereditary peers and bishops. Lords are
selected for their knowledge and experience, and hold Government to account by
using their expertise to look at laws and issues in detail.
The monarch’s role is mainly ceremonial. They meet the Prime Minister once a week
to hear what’s going on in Parliament and formally agree every new law. But that’s
not all! There are also people working behind the scenes who support the work of
Parliament: clerks, librarians, researchers and many more.
The Government has been elected to run the country, and Parliament holds the
Government to account for us, the public… but how?! Prime Minister’s Questions
and Ministerial Questions give MPs and Lords the opportunity to challenge the
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Government’s policies. It’s in these debates that they can share the views of their
constituents and the public and how new policies may affect them.
Another important way Parliament can scrutinize, look in detail, at the work of
Government is through Select Committees. Select Committees analyse and scrutinise
policy. They are made up of either MPs, Lords or a mixture of both. Together
Committee members look at a particular subject and make recommendations on
improvements. Witnesses with expertise in the area under scrutiny are called to give
evidence, which is used to help shape the Committee’s enquiry. Members of the
public, like you, with a view on the subject can also give evidence for consideration.
At the end of an enquiry, a Committee writes a report with recommendations that the
Government usually responds to within 60 days.
Both Houses in Parliament share responsibility for making and shaping laws. But
where do laws come from in the first place? A bill is a proposal for a new law, or to
change an existing law, and comes from lots of places, like governing and opposition
parties, public enquiries, civil servants or campaign groups.
So how does an idea get turned into a law? Imagine the Government wanted to place
greater controls over the Internet. A proposal called a Green Paper is published,
which presents the Government’s ideas for future policy. This is open for public
discussion, with interested groups like Internet service providers and others likely to
be affected. Once findings are gathered, a White Paper is published, which outlines a
firmer plan for Government policy. Cabinet ministers must agree whether the
proposal is taken forward. Once agreed a bill is drawn up and the minister responsible
for the policy introduces the bill to Parliament for debate. MPs and members of the
House of Lords comment on, debate or amend the bill through several stages, and at
the end of the process, apart from very rare circumstances, it must be agreed by both
Houses. It is then passed to the Monarch who gives formal approval, or Royal Assent,
and the bill becomes law, called an Act of Parliament.

http://izd-mn.com/
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NOTES
King John

King John of England
Engraving
National Gallery of Art, Washington, D.C.

King John (byname John Lackland) (c. 1166—1216)
was king of England from 1199 to 1216. John
exploited his feudal rights to extort money from the
barons: he set taxes at very high levels, he enforced
arbitrary fines and he seized the barons’ estates. John
used this income to fund his expensive wars in
France, but still he failed to hold together the
Angevin Empire created by his father Henry II. In a
war with the French king Philip II, he lost Normandy
and almost all his other possessions in France. In
England, after a revolt of the barons, he was forced to
seal the Magna Carta (1215) that curtailed royal
power in matters of taxation, justice, religion and
foreign policy.

The Magna Carta
The Magna Carta, also know as
Magna Carta Libertatum (the Great
Charter of Freedoms), was so
called because the original version
was drafted in Latin. It was
introduced by some of the most
notable barons of the thirteenth
century in an act of rebellion
against King John of England who
signed the document in 1215 at
Runnymede in the south of
England. By doing this he agreed
Magna Carta
An engraving of King John signing the Magna Carta on June 15, 1215, at
that limits could be set on royal
Runnymede, England
powers. Later, especially in the
17th century, the Magna Carta was seen as a statement of basic civil rights.
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Simon de Montfort
Simon de Montfort /ˌsaɪmən də
ˈmɒntfət/, 6th earl of Leicester,
(c. 1208-1265), was the leader of
the baronial revolt against King
Henry III. He became de facto
ruler of the country for less than a
year in 1265 and played a major
role
in
the
constitutional
development of England. During
his rule, Montfort called two
famous parliaments (Simon de
Montfort’s Parliament). The first
Simon de Montfort meets the men who have come to his Parliament in
London
stripped the King of unlimited
By Peter Jackson
authority, while the second
included ordinary citizens from the towns. For this reason, Montfort is regarded today
as one of the progenitors of modern parliamentary democracy.
Parliament (from Old French: parlement; Latin: parliamentum) originally meant a
talk and the word was used in the 13th century to describe after-dinner discussions
between monks in their cloisters.
The Mother of Parliaments
Nicknamed the “Mother of Parliaments”, the British parliament is respected as the
most ancient parliament in today’s world. Apart from a few brief interruptions, it has
carried out its business on the same spot, called the Palace of Westminster, since the
year 1265. It was in this year that Simon de Montfort convened the first elected
parliament of England: the men met at Westminster, which was at the time a village
outside the medieval city of London. These elected officials were lords and barons,
not ordinary people, and they were elected by their peers, not by universal suffrage;
but each one was there to represent one of the counties or cities in the kingdom of
England.
Parliament and the Crown
The Crown is another way of referring to the monarchy — which is the oldest part of
the system of government in the country. Time has reduced the power of the
monarchy, and today it is broadly ceremonial. Along with the House of Commons
http://izd-mn.com/
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and the House of Lords, the Crown is an integral part of the institution of Parliament.
The Queen plays a constitutional role in opening and dissolving Parliament and
approving bills before they become law.
Civil servants are employed in the civil service. The civil service in the United
Kingdom only includes Crown (i.e. central government) employees, not
parliamentary employees or local government employees. The Crown, for this
purpose at least, does not include Her Majesty herself — so those employed by the
Monarch are not civil servants. Civil servants are usually — but not always — in
practice employed by Ministers of the Crown — so most civil servants work in
government departments and are therefore employed by Government Ministers.
Parliament is quite separate from the Crown so those who are employed by
Parliament are also not civil servants.
Select Сommittee is a committee made up of a small number of parliamentary
members appointed to deal with particular areas or issues originating in the
Westminster system of parliamentary democracy.
Life peer is a person who is given the honour of a title such as “Lord” and a place in
the House of Lords as a reward for the good things they have done for the country.
Hereditary peer is someone who became a peer when a parent died, and who can
pass it on to their oldest child.
Representative democracy, also known as indirect democracy or representative
government, is a type of democracy founded on the principle of elected officials
representing a group of people.
MPs are entitled to be known as The Right Honourable (The Rt Hon. or Rt Hon.) if
they are members of the Privy Council (a formal body of advisers to the Sovereign of
the United Kingdom), or simply as Honourable (Hon.) if they are not.
IV.
1.
2.
3.
4.

Find words and collocations in the text for the following definitions.
a king or queen
to change a law, document, statement, etc. slightly in order to correct a
mistake or to improve it
a district that elects its own representative to parliament
a member of the nobility or the House of Lords
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a priest with a high rank in some Christian religions, who is the head of all
the churches and priests in a large area
to be in charge of debates
to govern the country
to examine policy very carefully
the area that is carefully examined
to test the efficiency of the government’s political strategy
special skills or knowledge in a particular subject, that you learn by
experience or training
to require the government to explain or to accept responsibility for its
actions
an official process to find out the cause of something or to find out
information about something
a written suggestion for a new law that is presented to a country’s parliament
so that its members can discuss it
the act of signing an Act of Parliament by the king or queen so that it
becomes law
a new law which has been approved by Parliament

V.

Find English equivalents in the text for the Russian phrases.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.

вопросы, затрагивающие нашу жизнь
скрепить печатью Великую хартию вольностей
отвечать потребностям населения
заложить основы представительной демократии
Палата общин / Палата лордов
предлагать закон
вносить поправки в закон
представлять избирательный округ
выбираться избирателями
входить в состав кабинета министров
задавать вопросы правительству по поводу его политики
пожизненный пэр
наследственный пэр
епископ
возглавлять дебаты
призывать правительство к отчету
использовать свой профессиональный опыт
церемониальная роль

http://izd-mn.com/
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26.
27.
28.
29.
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управлять страной
подвергать тщательной проверке политику (правительства)
специальный комитет
открытое разбирательство
государственный служащий
Зеленая и Белая Книга
быть открытым для общественного обсуждения
кратко представлять план политики государства
составить законопроект
вынести законопроект на обсуждение в парламенте
акт парламента
королевская санкция

http://izd-mn.com/
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Unit 2. The House of Commons

The House of Commons Chamber

Debates in the House of Commons
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Part 1. What is the House of Commons?
I.

Watch the video at https://youtu.be/dS_SLF92e5A.

II.

Practise pronouncing the words and be ready to define them in English.











tax /tæks/
challenge verb /ˈtʃæləndʒ/
candidate /ˈkændədət/
Westminster /ˈwestmɪnstə/
rebel verb /rɪˈbel/
obey verb /əʊˈbeɪ, ə-/
review verb /rɪˈvjuː/
maintain verb /meɪnˈteɪn, mən-/
nobility /nəʊˈbɪləti, nə-/
http://izd-mn.com/
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 knight of the shire /ˌnaɪt əv ðə ˈʃaɪə/
 balance of power /ˌbæləns əv ˈpaʊə/
III.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Study the text of the video and answer the questions.

What happened after King John signed the Magna Carta?
When was the House of Commons formed and who were its original members?
Which building became Parliament’s home?
What are the requirements to run as a candidate for the House of Commons?
What is the layout of the House of Commons?
What is the role of the Speaker in the House of Commons?
What does the Opposition do?
How is the Government held to account?

Too busy bickering on TV to run the country? There’s got to be more to the House
of Commons than that — right?
Before the House of Commons, or the House of Lords, there was just the King and
his barons. The King could call on them whenever he wanted but he didn’t count on
them becoming powerful. And in 1215 they made King John seal Magna Carta which
forced him to obey the law and set up an advisory council of 25 men.
Fifty years later Simon de Montfort rebelled against Henry III, and for the first time
invited representatives of the towns together with the knights of the shires to his 1265
parliament. These citizens met separately from the nobility and evolved to form the
House of Commons in 1332.
So now there are two Houses, the House of Commons and the House of Lords. As the
rights of the people increased, the king and nobility became less powerful and the
balance of power eventually swung to the Commons. In 1512 a huge fire consumed
Westminster Palace. Henry VIII moved out, and once rebuilt, it became Parliament’s
home.
Parliament still works from Westminster today and has three parts — the House of
Commons, the House of Lords, and the Monarchy. Members of the House of
Commons are elected by you and me. Every five years we elect representatives to run
the country on our behalf, which means we run the country, kinda.

http://izd-mn.com/
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It’s easy to run as a candidate: you just have to be 18, not in prison, and not a Lord.
Oh, and also, you can’t be the Monarch. Ever since Charles I burst in on the chamber
uninvited, no King or Queen has been allowed in.
So what does the House actually do all day? It debates important issues, makes and
reviews our laws, represents the public and holds the Government to account.
Inside the House of Commons there are two sides — on one side, the Government
who run the country and on the other side the Opposition who keep an eye on what
the Government are doing. The chamber only has 437 seats, for over 600 members,
so MPs have to pack in for big debates.
The Commons Speaker sits at the head of the room to maintain order. The Prime
Minister leads the Government, and appoints ministers to form a Cabinet. You’ll see
them on the front bench. It’s the Government that introduces most of the ideas for
new laws and the changes to old ones. The Opposition questions and challenges the
Government.
All MPs split their time between the House of Commons and their constituency.
Often MPs have to figure out what’s best for their party or what’s best for the local
people they represent — even the ones who didn’t vote for them.
There are lots of ways that the Government is held to account. Every week, for half
an hour, the Prime Minister comes to the House of Commons to answer questions
from MPs. It’s dramatic, it’s heated and it’s this that gets the most viewers tuning in.
But it’s not just the PM in the hot seat. MPs get to question ministers from all
government departments. And then, there are Select Committees where MPs spend a
lot of time reviewing the policies and spending of Government — this is called
scrutiny. They speak to experts and the public to understand how laws affect our
everyday lives. This work helps the Government shape their policies. Also whenever
the Government wants to raise taxes, the House of Commons has to agree. They
review any proposed bill before they vote.
So it’s not just a lot of rowdy bickering! They do more than what’s shown on TV —
debating important issues, making laws, holding the Government to account and
allowing MPs to represent the public, that’s you. So, what do you think of the House
of Commons now?

http://izd-mn.com/
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NOTES
Henry III
Henry III was the king of England from 1216 to 1272.
In the 24 years (1234-58) during which he had
effective control of the government, he displayed such
indifference to tradition that the barons finally forced
him to agree to a series of major reforms, the
Provisions of Oxford (1258). These Provisions of
Oxford provided for the creation of a 15-member privy
council, selected (indirectly) by the barons, to advise
the King and oversee the entire administration. The
barons, however, soon quarrelled among themselves,
and Henry seized the opportunity to renounce the
Provisions (1261). In April 1264 Simon de Montfort,
who had emerged as Henry’s major baronial opponent,
raised a rebellion; the following month he defeated and
captured the King and his eldest son, Edward, at the
Battle of Lewes, Sussex. Montfort ruled England in Henry’s name until he was
defeated and killed by Edward at the Battle of Evesham, Worcestershire, in August
1265. After the King’s death, Edward ascended the throne as King Edward I.

Henry III
By an unknown artist
National Portrait Gallery, London

Henry VIII
King Henry VIII (1491-1547) ruled England for 36
years, presiding over sweeping changes that brought
his nation into the Protestant Reformation. He
famously married a series of six wives in his search
for political alliance, marital bliss and a healthy male
heir. His desire to annul his first marriage without
papal approval led to the creation of a separate
Church of England. Of his marriages, two ended in
annulment, two in natural deaths and two with his
wives’ beheadings for adultery and treason. His
children Edward VI, Mary I and Elizabeth I would
each take their turn as England’s monarch.
Henry VIII
By an unknown artist, c. 1521
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Charles I
Charles I (1600-1649) was king of Great Britain and
Ireland (1625-49), whose authoritarian rule and
quarrels with Parliament provoked a civil war that led
to his execution. Charles ascended to the English
throne in 1625 following the death of his father, King
James I. In the first year of his reign, Charles
offended his Protestant subjects by marrying
Henrietta Maria, a Catholic French princess. He later
responded to political opposition to his rule by
dissolving Parliament on several occasions and in
1629 decided to rule entirely without Parliament. In
1642, the bitter struggle between king and Parliament
for supremacy led to the outbreak of the first English
Charles I
civil war. The Parliamentarians were led by Oliver
By Anthony van Dyck (1636)
Cromwell, whose formidable Ironsides force won an
important victory against the king’s Royalist forces at Marston Moor in 1644 and at
Naseby in 1645. As a leader of the New Model Army in the second English civil war,
Cromwell helped repel the Royalist invasion of Scotland, and in 1646 Charles
surrendered to a Scottish army. In 1648, Charles was forced to appear before a high
court controlled by his enemies, where he was convicted of treason and sentenced to
death. Early in the next year, he was beheaded.
Knight of the shire was the formal title for a member of parliament representing a
county constituency in the British House of Commons, from its origins in the
medieval Parliament of England until the Redistribution of Seats Act 1885 ended the
practice of each county (or shire) forming a single constituency.
IV.
1.
2.
3.
4.

Find words and collocations in the text for the following definitions.
to do what someone in authority tells you to do, or what a law or rule says
you must do
to
pay
an amount of
money to
the government according to
your income, property, goods etc. and that is used to pay for public services
a body that advises the head of state of a nation
the group of people in some countries who belong to the highest social class
and have titles such as ‘Duke’ or ‘Countess’
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5.

to oppose or fight against someone in authority or against an idea or situation
which you do not agree with
6. a situation in which political or military strength is shared evenly
7. to compete for a position in an election
8. to examine, consider, and judge a law carefully in order to see if changes are
necessary
9. to make something continue in the same way or at the same standard as before
10. to make a political plan develop in a particular way
V.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

Find English equivalents in the text for the Russian phrases.
соблюдать закон
учредить консультативный совет
восстать против кого-либо
представитель графства в парламенте
дворянство / знать
баланс сил / политическое равновесие
избирать представителей
выставлять свою кандидатуру в Палату общин
пересматривать закон
поддерживать порядок
назначать министров
правительственный департамент / ведомство
влиять на повседневную жизнь
формировать политику правительства
повышать налоги

Part 2. The House of Commons Chamber (1)
I.

Watch the video at https://youtu.be/0PGLqEyZcLc.

II.

Practise pronouncing the words and be ready to define them in English.

•
•
•
•
•
•

canopy /ˈkænəpi/
sword /sɔːd/
ritual /ˈrɪtʃuəl/
aye /aɪ/
chapel /ˈtʃæpəl/
legislation /ˌledʒɪsˈleɪʃn/
http://izd-mn.com/
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• parliamentarian /ˌpɑːləmənˈteəriən/
• choir stalls /ˈkwaɪə stɔːlz/
• oath of allegiance /əʊθ əv əˈliːdʒəns/
III.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Study the text of the video and answer the questions.
Why is there the air of intimacy in the House of Commons?
What is the history of the House of Commons?
What do dispatch boxes serve for?
What do the red lines in the carpet mean?
Why did the archway leading into the chamber remain unrepaired after the
WW2?
How is the vote conducted?
Can the public get into the House of Commons?
Who isn’t allowed into the House of Commons and why?

Mike Greenwood:
In the heart of the Palace of Westminster, there’s a place where even the Queen can’t
go. It’s a panelled chamber where legislation first gets put before Parliament. It’s the
Chamber of the House of Commons. Over the centuries, it’s been burnt down,
bombed, and rebuilt, and it’s witnessed many an impassioned debate amongst MPs.
My name’s Mike Greenwood, and I went on a tour of the Chamber with visitor
assistant Sarah Polfreman.
Sarah Polfreman:
Well, it’s a very beautiful chamber. We have lots of green chairs and benches in front
of us, and the Speaker’s chair, which has a canopy over it. The Speaker has a very
important role. He controls the parliamentarians in here. MPs can be very rowdy. It’s
much, much smaller than you imagine it’s going to be. There are 646 MPs who can
represent their constituents, but only 427 can actually sit in this chamber at any one
time.
Mike Greenwood:
On either side of us, looking towards the Speaker’s chair, there are these banks of
green leather benches, climbing up to the wooden panelled walls. The actual layout of
the chamber is very significant, as well.
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Sarah Polfreman:
The Government sits on the right-hand side from the Speaker, and the Opposition on
the left-hand side. This isn’t the original House of Commons chamber. Back in 1512,
there was a fire, and Henry VIII moved out of this building where he lived, and he
gave the whole of the building to Parliament. And originally, the first House of
Commons chamber was in what was his chapel, Saint Stephen’s Chapel. The MPs sat
in the choir stalls. That is why they sit facing each other in Parliament. And it was so
successful that when they moved the House of Commons to this area after another
fire in 1834, it was kept. The House of Commons can get very, very heated, because
it’s such an intimate chamber. Everybody is very close together. Ministers and MPs
will bash the despatch boxes. It’s like a cauldron of excitement at times.
Mike Greenwood:
Let’s talk about those despatch boxes a little more. They’re beautifully ornate, gilded,
heavy boxes with metal fittings. What’s inside them?
Sarah Polfreman:
They have a religious text inside. Before any MP can actually sit in the Chamber of
the House of Commons, they have to swear an oath of allegiance to the Queen. Some
MPs in the past have refused to do so. There’s a particular Irish party, Sinn Féin, who
refused to do so. In fact, they did have an MP put in the jail halfway up Big Ben
because they wouldn’t give the oath of allegiance.
Mike Greenwood:
There’s a jail halfway up Big Ben?
Sarah Polfreman:
That’s right. But no one’s been put up there for a good many years, probably half a
century now.
Mike Greenwood:
Just looking down on the carpet, looking up towards the Speaker’s chair, there are
these red lines in the carpet. Again, there’s some meaning and ritual associated with
those, isn’t there?
Sarah Polfreman:
It dates back to the time when MPs could come into the chamber wearing their
swords. As debates get really, really heated at times, there was the risk that MPs
would clash. Well, these red lines on the floor are two and a half sword lengths apart,
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and it means that everybody has to stay behind the red line when they’re speaking. If
they don’t, the Speaker of the House of Commons says, ‘Order, order,’ and they tell
them to toe the line, which means they have to stand behind it.
Mike Greenwood:
So, these days in the House of Commons, words are more of a weapon than swords.
Sarah Polfreman:
That’s right, and that’s how it should be. The chamber was completely destroyed in
1941 following an air raid in the Second World War. This chamber took nine years to
rebuild, and Winston Churchill insisted that the archway leading into the chamber
remained unrepaired, because he wanted that politicians should realize that war is a
very devastating thing, and that people suffer from it.
Mike Greenwood:
When it comes to a piece of legislation arriving at the moment of truth — the vote to
decide — how’s that vote conducted?
Sarah Polfreman:
If it’s unclear what the decision is in the actual chamber, the Speaker of the House of
Commons will call a division, ask for the House to be cleared. There will be a
division bell that rings, and the chamber will empty of all the MPs. They will go
round to the voting lobbies, either to the Aye lobby or the No lobby. And people will
come running from all 11 buildings in the Parliamentary Estate. And they have 8
minutes to actually get to the voting lobbies. And if they fail to get there on time, the
doors are shut, and their vote is not counted.
Mike Greenwood:
It’s interesting, in a building redolent with history, I’m also struck by the forest of
microphones and the television cameras. It’s also a chamber that’s got a modern life
and the means of communicating in a modern way.
Sarah Polfreman:
Audio recordings for radio started in the 1960s, but television came along in 1989,
and we haven’t really looked back since. It’s very important that Parliament is seen to
be democratic, that the public is able to see what is going on.
Mike Greenwood:
So the cameras and microphones can come in, but can the public?
http://izd-mn.com/
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Sarah Polfreman:
Yes, they can. They can sit in the gallery of the House of Commons and listen to the
debates.
Mike Greenwood:
Interesting. The one person that can’t come in is the head of state, the monarch.
Sarah Polfreman:
That’s right. We had King Charles I storm into the first chamber of the House of
Commons with 200 troops. And when he left, he was locked out of that chamber, and
no monarch has ever been allowed back into the House of Commons end of the
building. The Queen today is only allowed to go as far as the Golden Throne in the
House of Lords.
NOTES
The Speaker’s Chair
The Speaker’s Chair, designed for the Palace by
Augustus Pugin around 1849, was destroyed
when the House of Commons was bombed in
1941. A new chair was created based on the one
in Australia and presented to the British
Parliament. It is made of blackbean wood from
Northern Queensland and is over 13 feet high.
The Latin inscription on the chair translates as:
“The hand that deals justly is a sweet smelling
ointment. A heedful and faithful mind is
conscious of righteousness. Justice is influenced
neither by entreaties nor gifts. Liberty lies in the
laws. Envy is the enemy of honour. Praise be to
God.” “The Gift of Australia” is inscribed across
the back of the chair. In the 16th and 17th
centuries, several chairs had been used. Until 1706, the Speaker was entitled to take
away his chair as a perquisite on retirement.
The Speakership under its present title dates back to 1377 when Sir Thomas
Hungerford was appointed. Equivalent presiding officers before this time were called
‘parlour’ or ‘prolocutor’ and have been identified as far back as 1258 when Peter de
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Montfort is said to have presided over the so-called ‘Mad Parliament’ held at Oxford
that year. Until the seventeenth century, the Speaker was often an agent of the King,
although they were often blamed if they delivered news from Parliament that the
King did not like. This made the role of Speaker quite perilous; seven Speakers were
executed by beheading between 1394 and 1535.
The Speaker

Arthur Onslow
By Joseph Highmore (1735)

The Speaker is an MP who has been elected by other
MPs to act as Chair during debates in the House of
Commons. They are responsible for ensuring that
the rules are observed and order is maintained in the
Chamber. When a Speaker is elected they cease to
be involved in party politics and become politically
impartial. Arthur Onslow held the position of
Speaker of the House of Commons for a record 33
years from 1728 until 1761 and became renowned
for his integrity and impartiality. He was responsible
for distancing the role of the Speaker from
Government and established many of the practices
associated with the Speaker today.

Despatch boxes
Despatch boxes were originally used by
Members of Parliament to carry documents
into the Commons Chamber. Two can now be
found permanently in the Chamber on the
central table and contain religious texts for the
day of the Oath. Frontbenchers (ministers and
shadow ministers) deliver their addresses from
their side's despatch box.
The despatch boxes in use today were gifts
from New Zealand and designed by Sir Giles Gilbert Scott to replace the boxes
destroyed in the Second World War bombings. Scott was able to base his design on
the despatch boxes in the Australian Parliament. The Australian boxes were gifted to
Australia by King George V in 1927 and based on A.W.N. Pugin’s original despatch
boxes for the House of Commons.
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The boxes are made from puriri wood which is native to New Zealand. The
metalwork above the lock shows an entwined “GE” which stands for King George VI
and his Queen, Elizabeth. Cast into the metalwork the words “The Gift of New
Zealand” and the Latin words “Domine Dirige nos” meaning “Lord, guide us”. They
were made by H.H. Martyn & Co. Ltd., of Cheltenham, England.
The Bar of the House
The Bar of the House marks the boundary
of the Chamber beyond which guests and
visitors may not pass when either House is
at work. In the House of Commons the
Bar of the House is represented now by a
white line on the floor across the width of
the Chamber. In the House of Lords it is
marked by a railing.

Big Ben
Big Ben is the nickname for the Great Bell of the
striking clock at the north end of the Palace of
Westminster in London and is usually extended
to refer to both the clock and the clock tower.The
official name of the tower in which Big Ben is
located was originally the Clock Tower; it was
renamed Elizabeth Tower in 2012 to mark the
Diamond Jubilee of Elizabeth II.
There are two theories for the name's origin.
These are that the Great Bell was: named after
Sir Benjamin Hall, First Commissioner for
Works 1855-1858; named after Ben Caunt, a
champion heavyweight boxer of the 1850s. The
first theory is thought to be the most likely.
The original Clock Tower was built in 1288-90
during the reign of King Edward I. It was located on the north side of New Palace
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Yard and contained a bell and clock. The bell, first named 'Great Edward' and later
known as 'Great Tom', struck on the hour. A second tower replaced the original in
1367. This was the first public chiming clock in England. By 1707, this tower had
fallen into disrepair and was demolished. A sundial was put up in its place. A terrible
fire destroyed most of the Palace of Westminster in 1834. Architects were invited to
submit their designs for the new Palace and a commission was set up to select the
best. Out of 97 designs submitted, the architect Sir Charles Barry's was successful.
However, his winning design did not feature a clock tower. He added this to his
design in 1836. Construction of the Clock Tower began in September 1843. This is
the iconic tower which stands today in the Houses of Parliament. The clock and dials
of the Big Ben were designed by Augustus Pugin.
The Monarch and the House of Commons
There’s a reason that in Parliament a
painting is prominently displayed of
an historic conversation that took
place on 4 January 1642 between
William Lenthall MP — the
“Speaker” (or Chair) of the House of
Commons — and King Charles I.
The King had stormed into the House
of Commons chamber in order to
attempt to arrest five MPs he
Speaker Lenthall asserting the privileges of the Commons against
Charles I when the attempt was made to seize the five members
believed were “disruptive”. The
By Charles West Cope (1866)
monarch stole the Speaker’s seat and
demanded that William Lenthall MP tell him the whereabouts of the five MPs in
question. Lenthall’s reply — “I have neither eyes to see nor tongue to speak in this
place but as the House is pleased to direct me, whose servant I am here” — was a key
moment in the development of democracy, asserting as it did the power of Parliament
and its independence from the Monarchy. Since that day in 1642, no Monarch has
entered the House of Commons while it’s “in session”.
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Black Rod

Black Rod knocking on the door of the House of Commons
to summon MPs for the Queen's Speech

Black Rod – or, to give the full title, the Lady or Gentleman Usher of the Black Rod
– is a senior official in the House of Lords. The office originated as Usher of the
Order of the Garter in the 14th century. Letters of Patent were issued in 1361 by King
Edward II to create the Usher as a Court position involved in meeting with
Parliament. By the sixteenth century, Black Rod became the Monarch’s
representative in the House of Lords.
Black Rod's role in the State Opening of Parliament is the one which makes the role
known to the public. After the Queen has taken her seat on the Throne, she
despatches Black Rod to the Commons Chamber to summon MPs to hear the Queen's
Speech. The door of the Commons is slammed in Black Rod's face. Black Rod then
bangs three times on the door with the rod. The slamming of the door in Black Rod’s
face symbolizes the independence of the House of Commons from the Monarchy.
After knocking, Black Rod is admitted to the Commons chamber and requests
Members’ attendance. MPs pair up, led by the Prime Minister and Leader of the
Opposition, and follow – in a boisterous way, again to signal their independence –
Black Rod to the bar of the House of Lords to hear the Queen's Speech.
The Shadow Cabinet, or Shadow Ministry, is a feature of the Westminster system of
government. It consists of a senior group of Opposition spokespeople who, under the
leadership of the Leader of the Opposition, form an alternative Cabinet to that of the
Government, and whose members shadow or mirror the positions of each individual
member of the Cabinet.
A frontbencher is either a Government minister or an Opposition Shadow
spokesperson. They are so-called because they occupy the front benches on either
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side of the Chamber when the House is in session, with other party members —
backbenchers — sitting behind them.
Backbenchers are MPs or members of the House of Lords that are neither
Government ministers nor Opposition Shadow spokespeople.
Divisions and Division Bells
Members of both Houses register their
vote for or against issues by physically
going into two different areas either side
of their debating chambers. This is
known as ‘dividing the House’, while
the areas concerned are ‘division
lobbies’. Therefore, a vote is called a
‘division’.
Members do not have to participate in a
debate to be able to vote, and may be
elsewhere in the Parliamentary estate. To notify Members that a division is taking
place, division bells located throughout the Parliamentary estate and surrounding
premises ring and TV screens with a specialized feed (called the ‘annunciator
service’) display that a division is taking place.
There are different division bells for the Commons and Lords, and Members only
vote in the divisions specific to their House. When the division bells ring Members
have eight minutes to vote before the doors to the division lobbies are locked. A
recent development has been the use of pagers and mobile phones by party whips
(members of the British Parliament who are responsible for making sure that the
members of their party attend and vote).
IV.
1.
2.
3.
4.

Find words and collocations in the text for the following definitions.
someone who votes in a particular area
a law or set of laws
member of a parliament
a small church, or a room in a hospital, prison, big church etc in which
Christians pray and have religious services
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a seat in the choir of a church enclosed wholly or partly at the back and sides
and often canopied and elaborately carved
a promise to be loyal to the British monarch, and his or her heirs and
successors
a process in which members of the British parliament vote for something by
dividing into groups
one of the two passages in the British parliament where members go
to vote for or against a bill
the land and buildings used by the Parliament of the United Kingdom

6.
7.
8.
9.
V.

Find English equivalents in the text for the Russian phrases.
представлять законодательство на рассмотрение парламенту
пылкие дебаты между членами парламента
представлять своих избирателей
планировка палаты
размещаться на хорах
давать клятву верности
проводить голосование

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Part 3. The House of Commons Chamber (2)
I.

Watch the video at https://youtu.be/0ToKcEvqXuM.

II.

Practise pronouncing the words and be ready to define them in English.

•
•
•
•
•
•

Commonwealth /ˈkɒmənwelθ/
Hansard /ˈhænsɑːd/
security /sɪˈkjʊərəti/
proceedings /prəˈsiːdɪŋz/
Serjeant at Arms /ˈsɑːdʒənt ət ɑːmz/
royal authority / ˈrɔɪəl ɔːˈθɒrəti, ə-/

III.

Study the text of the video and answer the questions.

1. How did Commonwealth countries contribute to rebuilding the House of
Commons after the WWII?
2. What is the function of the Serjeant at Arms?
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3. What does the Mace symbolize?
4. What is Hansard?
5. How can visitors attend the proceedings in the House of Commons?
Welcome to the House of Commons Chamber, the place where our elected
representatives, or Members of Parliament, come to discuss bills or issues that
concern themselves or their constituents, and to question the Government.
This is the 20th-century part of the building, after it was rebuilt, following the
destruction of the original Chamber in the Second World War. When the Chamber
was rebuilt, Commonwealth countries contributed to the cost of the materials to
rebuild the place. For example, the doors into the Chamber are from India and
Pakistan, the table of the House from Canada, the Bar of the House from Jamaica,
and the Speaker’s Chair from Australia.
The Speaker sits, right behind me, in the middle of the room, and their job is to keep
order during debates and to call MPs to speak. To his or her right-hand side, on those
benches that is where Her Majesty’s Government sit and, behind them, the MPs
belonging to the Government party. To the Speaker’s left-hand side that is where the
official Opposition sits and, beyond them, is where the other Opposition parties sit,
just underneath the gangway.
Further along is a single chair, which is used by the Serjeant at Arms — the
Parliamentary official who is responsible for the security in the House of Commons.
The Despatch Boxes on the table are where the Prime Minister and the Leader of the
Opposition stand, or whichever Minister or Shadow Minister are speaking at the time.
At the end of the table, at the top and the bottom, are the holders for the Mace. The
Mace is a symbol of royal authority, without which the House of Commons cannot sit
and debate. The Mace is brought in and out of the House by the Serjeant at Arms in a
procession at the beginning and the end of each day.
If you’d like to come and see the proceedings here in the House of Commons, the
Public Gallery is just above us and anyone can turn up and ask to be admitted.
However, depending on what is being debated in the Chamber on that particular day,
you might have to wait a while. If you’re a UK citizen, you can apply for a ticket
through your local MP. To find out what legislation and other topics are due to be
discussed, then you can go to the Parliament website at www.parliament.uk
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Right at the back, above the Speaker’s Chair, is the Press Gallery, where accredited
journalists and reporters from Parliament’s Official Report sit. The Official Report is
called Hansard, after the 18th-century printer who produced the House of Commons
Journal, and it’s a record of what was said inside this Chamber. The report is
produced daily and bound into volumes. It can also be read, and searched for, on the
Parliament website, only a few hours after proceedings have taken place.
People say that this Chamber is a lot smaller in real life than it looks on TV. Well,
that’s because when it was rebuilt after 1945, it was deliberately kept to be the same
size, so as to preserve that air of intimacy. In fact, there’s room here for about 430 of
the 650 Members of Parliament, which means, on particularly busy parliamentary
days, it gets very crowded in here and the atmosphere is electric.
NOTES
The Serjeant at Arms
The Serjeant at Arms of the
British House of Commons is
an official responsible for the
security of the House of
Commons. The post of
Serjeant at Arms originated in
the late thirteenth century when
Edward I formed a bodyguard
of 20 Serjeants at Arms. Their
duties in this period were not
The Serjeant at Arms carrying the Mace
confined to parliamentary ones:
on the contrary, they performed a wide variety of administrative and judicial tasks for
the king, from tax collecting to making arrests. In 1415, the King appointed one of
his Royal Serjeants, Nicholas Maudit, to attend upon the Commons specifically.
Serjeants were appointed by the monarch from Henry VIII’s time until 1962 when the
Commons’ right to choose the Serjeant at Arms was restored.
The duties of the Serjeant at Arms are partly ceremonial. The Serjeant at Arms carries
the Mace during the opening of Parliament. The Serjeant at Arms is also responsible
for security during debates in the House of Commons and must escort Members out
of the Chamber if ordered to by the Speaker. The Serjeant at Arms wears traditional
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dress and carries a sword, and is traditionally the only person allowed inside the
House armed.
The Mace
The mace in Parliament is the symbol
of royal authority and without it neither
House can meet or pass laws.
Ceremonial maces in the United
Kingdom began as lethal weapons of
medieval knights.
The House of Commons mace is a
silver gilt ornamental club of about five
feet in length, dating from the reign of Charles II (1660-1685). On each day that the
House is sitting the mace is carried to the Chamber at the head of the Speaker's
procession by the Serjeant at Arms. It is placed on the table of the House, except
when the House is in committee, when it rests on two brackets underneath the table.
The Lords uses two maces, one dating from the time of Charles II and another from
the reign of William III. One of the maces accompanies the Lord Speaker into the
Chamber and is placed on the Woolsack whenever the House meets. The mace is
absent from the Lords during the State Opening when the Monarch is in the Chamber
in person.
IV.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Find words and collocations in the text for the following definitions.
power belonging to the monarch
a decorated stick that is carried by an official in some ceremonies as a sign of
power
things that are done to keep a person, building, or country safe from danger or
crime
an event or a series of actions
a written or spoken account of an event, especially one that is published or
broadcast
a book that is part of a series of books
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Find English equivalents in the text for the Russian phrases.
избранные представители
поддерживать порядок во время дебатов/прений
отвечать за безопасность
символ королевской власти
заседания парламента
сохранить камерную атмосферу
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Unit 3. The House of Lords

The House of Lords Chamber

Debates in the House of Lords

The Woolsack
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Part 1. What is the House of Lords?
I.

Watch the video at https://youtu.be/-U0LhurGWOc.

II.

Practise pronouncing the words and be ready to define them in English.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

sign verb /saɪn/
merchant /ˈmɜːtʃənt/
legislative /ˈledʒəslətɪv/
dominant /ˈdɒmɪnənt/
execute verb /ˈeksəkjuːt/
concentrate verb /ˈkɒnsəntreɪt/
inherit verb /ɪnˈherɪt/
advisor /ədˈvaɪzə/
increasingly /ɪnˈkriːsɪŋli/
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III.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

О.В. Корецкая
Е.Н. Добросклонская

Study the text of the video and answer the questions.
How did the House of Lords appear?
What was the balance of power between the Commons and the Lords in the
past?
How did several acts reform the House of Lords?
What kind of people is the House of Lords made up?
What kind of the House member is a crossbencher?
What does the House of Lords do on a daily basis?
What is the Woolsack and what does it symbolize?
Why are the Lords less caught up in party politics?

The House of Lords isn’t some giant house party for rich old men. But who are the
Lords and why do we have them?
The Lords started off as a kind of advisory council to the king, who was much more
powerful back then. They met up at Westminster every now and then to discuss
matters of state. But in 1215 King John, of Robin Hood fame, was forced to sign the
Magna Carta sharing power with the nobility.
Trade became more and more important, leading to the rise of a new merchant class.
By the 14th century, Edward III had two groups of advisors divided into chambers —
the Lords and the Commons, made up of lesser knights and merchants. This is why
we have two Houses in parliament. As time passed, the Commons became
increasingly dominant and the King became less powerful. In 1649 King Charles was
even executed by the Commons. The balance of power between the Houses swung
firmly towards the Commons. From that day on, inheriting seats made the people feel
like the Lords were only for the privileged.
As society moved on and cultures changed, the questions arose, how had these people
earned their place? How can they represent the public? In 1958 the Life Peerages Act
introduced women into the House and radically changed who was in the Lords. From
then on, any man or woman could come into the House based on what they had
achieved in their career. The Lords Act of 1999 reduced the number of hereditary
peers in the House and stopped Lords passing their seat to their own family.
A panel was made to help the Prime Minister decide who was brought into the
House, so that now the House is made up of people from all walks of life — political
peers, cross-bench peers, as well as hereditary peers and bishops. They all use their
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experience from inside and outside of parliament to check and challenge
Government.
So what does the House of Lords do on a daily basis? The House has three main
functions: to question and challenge the work of the Government; to work with the
Commons to shape laws; and to investigate issues through committees and debates to
help improve the way the country is governed.
The House of Lords is currently the second busiest legislative chamber in the world,
right after the Commons. Its chamber is laid out in the same way as the Commons —
the Government party on the one side, the Opposition on the other. Peers who don’t
belong to any political party are known as cross-benchers, as they sit on the cross
benches opposite the Woolsack. The Woolsack is the Lord Speaker’s seat. Back
when wool used to be our main trade, this seat was supposed to remind the Lords to
protect our trade. It was and still is stuffed with the wool from hundreds of sheep
from around the Commonwealth.
Strange seats aside, the Lords is different to the Commons because there’s no
majority for any political party. The party in power does not necessarily have the
most seats. As the Lords are not elected, they’re less caught up in party politics and
can concentrate on their three main functions. So most people have some
preconceived idea of what the Lords are, but the reality is quite different. What do
you think?
NOTES
Robin Hood
Robin Hood, in old English stories, is a man who lived as
an outlaw in a royal Sherwood Forest in Nottinghamshire,
with his followers, known as his ‘Merry Men’. These
included Friar Tuck, Little John, and Maid Marian. His
enemy is the evil Sheriff of Nottingham, who is always
trying to catch him. Robin Hood is usually shown dressed
in green clothes, holding a bow. He is remembered
especially for robbing the rich and giving to the poor, and
people use his name to describe a situation in which money
is taken from rich people and given to poor people.
Robin Hood
Statue in Nottingham
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Edward III

King Edward III
By an unknown artist, c. 1597 - 1618
National Portrait Gallery, London

Edward III (1312-1377) was King of England and
Lord of Ireland from January 1327 until his death.
Edward III is noted for transforming the Kingdom of
England into one of the most formidable military
powers in Europe. After his victory against the Scots,
he declared himself heir to the French throne in 1337,
and so started the Hundred Years’ War (1337-1453)
waged between the House of Plantagenet, rulers of
England and the French House of Valois, over the
right to rule the Kingdom of France. His 50-year
reign saw vital developments in legislation and
government, in particular the evolution of the English
Parliament, as well as the ravages of the Black Death
(bubonic plague). Edward III also established the
Order of the Garter (an English order of chivalry).

The Lords Temporal /ˌlɔːdzˈtempərəl/ are secular members of the House of Lords and
are made up of life peers, the Earl Marshal, Lord Great Chamberlain, hereditary
peers elected under the Standing Orders (rules that say how Parliament should
operate).
The Lords Spiritual /ˌlɔːdz ˈspɪrətʃuəl/ are made up of the Archbishops of Canterbury
and of York, the Bishops of London, Durham and Winchester as well as specific
bishops of the Church of England.
IV.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Find words and collocations in the text for the following definitions.
the business of the government
someone who buys and sells goods in large quantities
to become more powerful, important, or noticeable
to kill someone, especially legally as a punishment
to let smb. take your position as an elected member of a government
the position in society someone has, especially the type of job they have
concerned with making laws
to get involved in party politics
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V.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
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Find English equivalents in the text for the Russian phrases.
обсуждать государственные дела
разделять власть с дворянами
рост купечества
советники короля
становится все более влиятельным
казнить короля
акт о пожизненном пэрстве
передавать место в парламенте членам семьи
унаследовать место в парламенте
люди из разных сфер деятельности
законодательная палата
защищать торговлю
правящая партия
принимать участие в партийной политике
концентрироваться на основных функциях

Part 2. The House of Lords Chamber (1)
I.

Watch the video at https://youtu.be/-wVllfyvGfU.

II.

Practise pronouncing the words and be ready to define them in English.

•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

charity /ˈtʃærəti/
throne /θrəʊn/
stance /stɑːns/
initiate verb /ɪˈnɪʃieɪt/
ambassador /æmˈbæsədə/
preside verb /prɪˈzaɪd/
affiliate verb /əˈfɪlieɪt/
archbishop /ˌɑːtʃˈbɪʃəp/

III.

Study the text of the video and answer the questions.

1.
2.

What kind of experience do life peers in the House of Lords have and what do
they do?
What is the function of the Lord Speaker?
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How is the House of Lords organized?
What happens during the State Opening of Parliament?

Welcome to the House of Lords Chamber in the Houses of Parliament!
The House of Lords is made up largely of life peers, with experience in wide-ranging
fields, including medicine, education, science, the armed services, academia, the arts,
business, industry, the charity sector and public life. They meet to discuss legislation
or issues that concern them and to question the Government.
This House of Lords Chamber is one of the most impressive rooms in the Houses of
Parliament. Unlike the Commons Chamber, which was rebuilt after the Second
World War, the Lords Chamber remains exactly as Augustus Welby Pugin and
Charles Barry had designed it.
The House of Lords Chamber is a working space and is integral to Parliament’s work.
As a forum of independent expertise, members of the Lords play an essential role in
making laws, scrutinising, revising and initiating legislation. As well as holding the
Government to account, the House of Lords has a great diversity of membership.
The Lord Speaker sits here on the Woolsack. The Lord Speaker’s role is to offer
advice on procedure and to act as an ambassador for the House. The House of Lords
is a self-regulating House. The Lord Speaker presides over debates, but does not
decide who speaks.
The Woolsack is thought to have been introduced in the 14th century, to reflect the
economic importance of the wool trade to England. Over the years, its stuffing
changed to horsehair, but, in 1938, it was re-stuffed with wool from England, Wales,
Scotland, Northern Ireland and countries of the Commonwealth, given by the
International Wool Secretariat.
There are over 700 members of the House of Lords. The House of Lords Chamber is
mostly organized on a party basis. The Government sits here and the Opposition front
bench over here. Crossbenchers, who are not affiliated to a political party, sit here at
right angles to both the Government and Opposition benches. They take an
independent, non-party political stance when speaking in debates and voting. As there
are many independent members of the House of Lords, it is sometimes difficult to tell
how the House of Lords will vote on a given issue. There’s also a bench for the 26
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most senior bishops and archbishops of the Church of England. Their bench is
distinctive, because it’s the only one with armrests.
At the beginning of each Parliamentary session, the Queen attends the State Opening
of Parliament, where from this throne she reads a speech, prepared by the
Government, which outlines their plans for the forthcoming Parliamentary year. State
Opening usually takes place once a year and is not a usual sitting for the House of
Lords.
Many fittings and furnishings in the Chamber were designed by Pugin, including the
solid brass gates at the entrance of the Chamber, each weighing some three-quarters
of a ton. The House of Lords also has a Public Gallery. Members of the public are
welcome to come to watch proceedings, debates on key issues of the day or
legislation, at any time when the House is sitting.
NOTES
Architects Augustus Pugin and Sir Charles Barry

Augustus Pugin
By an unknown artist

Sir Charles Barry
By John Prescott Knight

Augustus Welby Northmore Pugin (1812-1852) /ɔːˈɡʌstəs ˈpjuːdʒɪn/ was an English
architect, designer, artist and critic who is principally remembered for his pioneering
role in the Gothic Revival style of architecture. His work culminated in designing the
interior of the Palace of Westminster in Westminster, London, England, and its iconic
clock tower, later renamed the Elizabeth Tower, which houses the bell known as Big
Ben.
Sir Charles Barry (1795-1860) was an English architect, best known for his role in
the rebuilding of the Palace of Westminster in London during the mid-19th century
following the destruction by fire of the old Houses of Parliament on 16 October 1834.
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Find words and collocations in the text for the following definitions.

1.

an organization that gives money, goods, or help to people who
are poor, sick etc
2. forming a necessary part of something
3. to arrange for a law to start
4. the number of people who belong to a club, group, or organization
5. someone who represents a particular sport, business etc because
they behave in a way that people admire
6. a system, industry, or organization is one that controls itself
7. to be in charge of a formal discussion
8. to form a close connection with a political party
9. to have an opinion that is stated publicly
10. to describe a plan in a general way
V.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.

Find English equivalents in the text for the Russian phrases.
состоять в основном из пожизненных пэров
вооруженные силы
благотворительный сектор общественной жизни
быть неотъемлемой частью работы парламента
независимая оценка
играть существенную роль в создании законов
тщательно изучать законопроект
пересматривать законопроект
выступать с законодательной инициативой
разнообразный членский состав
действовать в качестве посла палаты
самоуправляемая палата
возглавлять дебаты
быть организованным по партийной принадлежности
быть связанным с политической партией
занимать независимую политическую позицию
церемония открытия парламента
представлять в общих чертах план на будущий год
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Part 3. The House of Lords Chamber (2)
I.

Watch the video at https://youtu.be/_sLZBWcPklk.

II.

Practise pronouncing the words and be ready to define them in English.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Moses /ˈməʊzɪz/
issue noun /ˈɪʃuː, ˈɪsjuː/
corridor /ˈkɒrədɔː/
content adjective /kənˈtent/
administrator /ədˈmɪnəstreɪtə/
characteristic /ˌkærəktəˈrɪstɪk/
overall majority /ˌəʊvərˈɔːl məˈdʒɒrəti/

III.
1.
2.
3.
4.

Study the text of the video and answer the questions.
Why is the Grand Committee Room often called the Moses Room?
How is voting in the House of Lords arranged?
What does the Royal Gallery serve for?
Why do peers spend much time in the committee corridor?

Baroness Jenkin: So here we are in central lobby, this is the heart of parliament, and
we are equidistant between the Commons chamber and the Lords chamber. Usually
this space is teeming with people, it’s where any member of the public can come, but
today we’re here to talk about the House of Lords, so we’re going through to the
Peers’ lobby. So here we are in the Peers’ Lobby, again, this is usually teeming with
people. There might be members of the public who have come to watch our
proceedings and they walk through here to go up to the gallery where they watch
what’s going on in the chamber, but through those gates is the chamber, where of
course, most of our work is done, whether it’s questions, debates or part of the
legislation, that is where it all happens.
Lord Inglewood: We’re right at the heart of the House of Lords, the chamber, and it’s
in the chamber that we debate Government policy, pass laws and generally scrutinize
the activities of the whole of what’s going on in Britain today. And despite the gold
leaf, the carved wood, the heavily embossed leather, it’s actually very much a
working chamber and I’m standing at the despatch box which is where Government
ministers lead with Government business.
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Lord Inglewood: Behind me on my right, here, is the Government side and most of
these benches are occupied by the peers who are the Government party, save that
right at the far end over my shoulder, is where the bishops always sit. I’m now
crossing the chamber of the House of Lords onto the Opposition side, and the
Opposition sit along the benches on my left and it’s not only the main Opposition
party, it’s also the crossbenchers who are the independents, and one of the unusual
characteristics of the House of Lords is that there is a large independent presence
which means that no one party has an overall majority. There are three other
important parts of the chamber that I think it’s useful to know about, and the first one
is the Woolsack, which is where the Lord Speaker sits. Over to my right here is the
clerk’s table and the clerks are the administrators, the civil servants who keep us all
right. And finally, over my shoulder, is the royal throne.
Baroness Jenkin: So here we are in the Grand Committee Room, but it’s also known
as the Moses Room and you will see from that picture of Moses coming down the
mountain why it’s known as that. It’s used for debates and where we discuss some of
the detail of the legislation, so it enables the chamber to be used for one bit of
legislation and here for another. And the minister sits here at the despatch box, the
civil servants sit behind him and members of the public can sit here and watch the
proceedings in a very intimate experience for them.
Lord Haskel: We’re in one of the division lobbies, this is where we settle our
arguments. There are two division lobbies, one for Content, which means you’re
happy with the argument and the other is the Not content, where you disagree, and
we’re in the Not content. If there is a dispute, it is put to the vote, when the vote is
called, bells ring throughout the Houses of Parliament and you have 8 minutes to
walk through this lobby. After 8 minutes they see how many people have walked
through, they go into the chamber and they will read out who has won and who has
lost, and that’s the way we settle our arguments.
Lord Faulkes: This is the Royal Gallery, and the Gallery is used for ceremonial
occasions, which don’t take place that often, but it is used every day for meetings.
For example, here we have a table, six chairs, there are other tables like this and there
may be a meeting which has been set up, involving people from outside the Houses
of Parliament, or it may be simply peers hatching together some plan. Sometimes it’s
very crowded and very busy, there’s a lot going on and other times it’s very quiet and
slightly spooky, particularly late at night. That way is the chamber but it’s on the
upper floor that a lot of the work is done, in the committee rooms.

http://izd-mn.com/

44

UK Parliament Tour
Краткое знакомство с парламентом Великобритании

О.В. Корецкая
Е.Н. Добросклонская

Baroness Parminter: Well, we’re up on the committee corridor and with the House of
Lords chamber over there and the river over there and this place is really quiet now,
but normally it’s a buzz with people. Peers will spend as much time up here in the
committee corridor as they do down in the chamber. We just get that sense of
everything is alive here, all the issues that are worrying people out there in the street,
are actually going to be talking about here in this corridor. Well we’re up in one of
the committee rooms, some of the rooms are bigger than this, some are smaller, but
they all pretty much look the same, and this is where we do the important work of
scrutinising Government policy and trying to influence future public policy debates.
We’ll have people from all parties and indeed no parties, coming together to really
dig deeply into an issue that we feel strongly needs investigating, be it energy or
transport or how we’re going to feed the world in the future. So these doors here
mark the end of the House of Lords committee corridor, down below us is the Central
Lobby, which is the central point of the Houses of Parliament with the two chambers
flowing off from it, the House of Lords on one side, the House of Commons over
there.
NOTES
The Moses Room

The Moses Room
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Moses Bringing Down the Second Tables of the Law
By John Rogers Herbert (1864)

This water glass painting by John Rodger Herbert depicts Moses bringing down the
second tables of the Law. These tablets of stone in the Bible are two special stones
that have the Law (the Ten Commandments) written on them and were given to
Moses by God. In the Bible two sets of these stones exist. The image shows Moses
coming down from Mount Sinai carrying the second set of tablets. He is depicted
surrounded by the Israelites who camped out at the bottom of Mount Sinai awaiting
Moses return. This huge canvas gave its name to the room it is located in. The work
was painted in 1864 by John Rodgers Herbert. It was commissioned for the new
Palace in 1850.
Colours in the House of Commons and the House of Lords
In the House of Commons, where MPs can say yes to new laws, the seats are green.
Green for go! But in the House of Lords, members can vote against these new laws to
to try and stop them. So red for stop. This isn’t actually the most likely explanation.
The colours of the Commons and Lords have been red and green for several hundred
years, too long to be absolutely certain as to exactly why each colour is associated
with each Chamber. One theory is about the cost of the dyes. Red was a very
expensive dye, often used by aristocracy because they could afford it. The association
of the colour green with the Commons is not so easily determined. The colour green
has been linked to the Commons’ meeting places at least since 1663 (date of the first
authoritative written reference to green in the House of Commons).
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2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
V.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
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Find words and collocations in the text for the following definitions.

to adopt a law
a typical quality or feature that something or someone has
almost all of a group
to solve a disagreement
to decide something by voting
to try to find out much information about a question
Find English equivalents in the text for the Russian phrases.
принимать закон
необычная черта
иметь подавляющее большинство
урегулировать разногласия
выносить на голосование
официальное мероприятие
досконально разбирать вопрос
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Unit 4. Bills and Voting

I.

Watch the videos at 1)
https://youtu.be/ctrfygrTAQU.

II.

Practise pronouncing the words and be ready to define them in English.








https://youtu.be/1KFGt9M-j28

and

2)

clause /klɔːz/
contents /ˈkɒntents/
assess verb /əˈses/
examine verb /ɪɡˈzæmɪn/
abandon verb /əˈbændən/
amendment /əˈmendmənt/

III.

Study the texts of the videos and answer the questions.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Who can propose a bill?
Why does a bill have to be examined line by line?
Which House introduces a bill?
How is a bill treated in the House of Commons and the House of Lords?
Which House has the final say on the bill and why?
What happens in the division lobbies of both Houses?
What do tellers do?
Which stages does a bill pass?
http://izd-mn.com/
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Why is the process of amending a bill associated with table tennis?

1) Don’t steal, pay your taxes, go to school. We’re all expected to obey the laws of
the land but where do laws come from?
Before a law becomes law, it is known as a bill and on its way to becoming a law a
bill must pass through both Houses of Parliament. Most bills are based on ideas
suggested by the Government although any MP or Lord can propose a bill. It will get
checked by both along the way.
All bills get the same treatment. First every bill gets introduced so everyone knows
it’s begun its journey to becoming a law. Usually a Government minister who
supports the bill will defend and explain the reasons why they think it’s a good idea.
Other MPs and Lords will ask lots of questions and either support or challenge the
minister’s ideas and views. MPs and Lords will also take a closer look at the detail of
a bill, bills have to be examined line by line to ensure tiny details aren’t overlooked.
A committee of MPs and Lords with a special interest in or knowledge of a bill
subject will usually carry out this task. MPs and Lords also have a chance to make
changes to a bill after holding debate. They might want to take parts out or add new
bits. These changes are called amendments. MPs and Lords vote on each bill a
number of times. Every time a bill is debated or changes are proposed, it continues its
journey to becoming a law but if most MPs and Lords vote against the bill then its
journey comes to an end. So if the bill was the Government’s idea, for example, the
Government would have to abandon its plan or come up with a new idea.
Every bill starts in either the House of Commons or the House of Lords. When a bill
finally gets approved in one House it goes over to the other House for the same
treatment. It gets introduced, it is discussed and debated, the bill is looked at in detail,
changes or amendments are suggested and everyone votes as the bill makes its
journey. Both Houses must agree on the final wording of a bill before it can become
law. If one House changes the bill, it must go back to the other House for approval. A
bill can go back and forth from one House to the other until an agreement is reached
— a bit like a game of table tennis.
If both Houses are unable to agree, the House of Commons has the final say: that’s
because its members are elected. However, the two Houses almost always reach an
agreement. The final part of the bill’s journey into law is called Royal Assent. Once
both the House of Commons and the House of Lords agree that a bill is fit to become
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a law it is sent to the monarch, and when the monarch agrees, then a bill finishes its
long journey becoming a law of the land.
2) In this clip we’ll be looking at voting and legislation in the Houses of Parliament.
We’re here in one of the voting lobbies in the House of Commons. In the Lords and
the Commons it’s usually the Speaker or the Lord Speaker who assesses the will of
the House and therefore which side has won. However, if the Speaker’s decision is
challenged by further shouts of “Aye” or “No”, then the Speaker calls for a vote. It
doesn’t matter if that division happened in either the Lords or the Commons. A
division bell rings out across the entire parliamentary estate and when that bell rings
members of the House of Commons have 8 minutes to get into their chosen division
lobby.
In both the Lords and the Commons the division lobbies run along the sides of the
main chamber. In the Lords these lobbies are divided into Content and Not content
and in the Commons they are divided into “Aye” and “No”.
In the Commons when the MPs leave the voting lobby they file past one of three
desks depending where their name falls in the alphabet and they give their name over
to a clerk behind the desk who puts that down on a list and that list becomes public
record of how that MP has voted. It also goes on to be part of the official
parliamentary report known as Hansard.
Just beyond those desks are two doors which are left just slightly ajar so there’s a
need to allow one person through at a time. And as the MPs file through one by one,
they’re counted by two other MPs known as tellers who stand just beyond those
doors. At the end of the voting process it’s those tellers that go back into the chamber
and when requested by the Speaker read out the final numbers, for example “Ayes”
279, “Noes” 162.
We’re in the Content lobby of the House of Lords. Their votes can be required for
many different matters under discussion including draft legislation but the process of
lawmaking requires the agreement of both Houses.
The process by which a piece of draft legislation or a bill becomes law is roughly the
same in both Houses. However, if the division happens here in the House of Lords,
then these panels can fold down and form desks and the members of each lobby are
filed in alphabetically and they give their name over to a clerk who ticks it off on a
list. As in the Commons, it’s the tellers who count the number and then return to the
chamber where the final result of the division is announced.
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A bill can be introduced into either House where it’s given a formal introduction or
first reading, then general debate over its contents, which is the second reading
debate. It then enters the committee stage which is a more in-depth clause by clause
examination and that in the Commons is usually carried out by a separate committee.
The bill as amended is then reported back to the House for further debate over
amendments and clauses. Then it’s given a final third reading before being turned
over to the second House and that process begins all over again. Now the second
House make any further amendments to that bill that may eventually have to go back
to the first House to be approved by them. And if the first House make any further
amendments on top of that, then that has to be approved in the second House and so
on and so forth, back and forwards between the two, in a process called ping-pong.
But when both Houses agree on the wording of a bill, then it’s given Royal Assent by
the Queen. That’s a formality which means that the bill becomes an act of Parliament
or law.
NOTES
Voting in the Houses
When a vote is held the Speaker in the Commons — or Lord Speaker in the Lords —
asks Members to call out whether they agree or not. The Speaker will then judge
whether there is a clear result. If this cannot be determined, the Speaker or Lord
Speaker calls a division by announcing ‘clear the lobbies’ (in the Commons) or ‘clear
the bar’ (in the Lords). During a division, Members literally divide into two separate
areas. These are called the Aye and No lobbies in the Commons and the Content and
Not Content lobbies in the Lords. As they pass through the lobbies, the Members
have their names recorded by clerks and are counted by tellers. Once the lobbies are
empty the Speaker (Commons) or the Lord Speaker (Lords) announces the result of
the division. The whole process takes about fifteen minutes.
Tied votes
If the vote is tied — which is very unusual — in the Commons the Speaker has the
casting vote. The Speaker casts his vote according to what was done in similar
circumstances in the past. Where possible the issue should remain open for further
discussion and no final decision should be made by a casting vote. In the Lords, the
Lord Speaker does not have a casting vote. Instead, the tied vote is resolved
according to established rules (called the Standing Orders).
Royal Assent
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Royal assent is the final step required for a parliamentary bill to become law. Once a
bill is presented to the Sovereign or the Sovereign’s representative, he or she has the
following formal options:
• the Sovereign may grant royal assent, thereby making the bill an Act of
Parliament.
• the Sovereign may delay the bill’s assent through the use of his or her reserve
powers, thereby vetoing the bill.
• the Sovereign may refuse royal assent on the advice of his or her ministers.
The last bill that was refused assent by the Sovereign was the Scottish Militia Bill
during Queen Anne’s reign in 1708.
IV.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.

Find words and collocations in the texts for the following definitions.
all of the laws in force within a country or region
a particular way of dealing with or talking about a subject
to refuse to accept an idea
to not notice a detail
to do a task
to organize a discussion
a small change, improvement, or addition that is made to a law or document
to give up a plan
to suggest an idea
to officially accept a bill
the words and phrases used to express a bill
to have the right to make the final decision about something
to make a judgment about someone’s determination to do something
one of the two places where members of the British parliament must go
in order to vote
to walk in a line
someone who counts votes
thorough and complete study
a part of a written law or legal document covering a particular subject of
the whole law or document

http://izd-mn.com/

52

UK Parliament Tour
Краткое знакомство с парламентом Великобритании

О.В. Корецкая
Е.Н. Добросклонская

IV. Find English equivalents in the texts for the Russian phrases.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.

платить налог
подчиняться государственному закону
рассматриваться одинаковым образом
представлять законопроект
оспаривать идею
внимательно изучать детали законопроекта
упускать из вида детали
выполнять задание
проводить дебаты
поправки к законопроекту
отказаться от плана
выдвинуть новую идею
принимать законопроект
согласовать формулировку законопроекта
иметь решающее слово
приходить к соглашению
оценивать волеизъявление палаты
лобби для голосования
обсуждаемые вопросы
законотворческий процесс
первое / второе / третье чтение
прения по поводу содержания законопроекта
переходить к стадии рассмотрения законопроекта в комитете
постатейное изучение законопроекта
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Unit 5. Parliamentary Election

Ballot paper

Part 1. Elections and Voting
I.

Watch part of the video at https://youtu.be/RAMbIz3Y2JA (5:10-8:25).

II.

Practise pronouncing the words and be ready to define them in English.

• council /ˈkaʊnsl/
• protest noun /ˈprəʊtest/
• petition /pəˈtɪʃn/
• minority /maɪˈnɒrəti/
• campaign verb /kæmˈpeɪn/
• manifesto /ˌmænɪˈfestəʊ/
• coalition /ˌkəʊəˈlɪʃn/
• pressure group /ˈpreʃə ɡruːp/
III.

Study the text of the video and answer the questions.

1.
2.

How is campaigning before the general election organized?
What are the possible results of the general election?
http://izd-mn.com/

54

UK Parliament Tour
Краткое знакомство с парламентом Великобритании

3.

О.В. Корецкая
Е.Н. Добросклонская

What are the ways to get your voice heard in the election process?

In the UK, we live in a democracy which means power is in the hands of the people
through our right to vote. Throughout history, lots of people in the UK have
campaigned for the voting rights we have today. There are lots of different types of
elections to vote in: general, local, European. Let’s take a closer look at how MPs are
elected to the House of Commons through the general election.
General elections take place in the UK usually once every five years and every seat is
up for grabs. On polling day, voters make a choice from a list of candidates. The
candidate with the most votes then becomes that constituency’s MP.
OK, but how would I know who to vote for? Before elections, candidates need to
campaign to get people to vote for them. Campaigning can involve handing out
political leaflets, speaking in public debates, talking to people during door-to-door
visits, and party political broadcasts. Parties standing for election publish a
declaration of their policies during the campaign, called a manifesto. Once elected an
MP represents all their constituents — even the ones that didn’t vote, or voted for a
different candidate.
The party with the most MPs elected forms the Government, and their leader
becomes Prime Minister. And if there’s a ‘hung Parliament’, where there’s no clear
winner, then a minority Government or a coalition Government may be created or a
fresh election held.
One way to have a say in how the country is run is to use your vote. You have to be
18 or over to vote in general elections, but you can register from the age of 16. There
are lots of other ways to get involved and have your voice heard whatever your age
— remember MPs represent all of their constituents. But how? You can visit an MP
in their local constituency office, or you can even travel to the Houses of Parliament
to lobby them in central lobby. Lords have knowledge and experience in specific
subject areas. You can look them up by policy interest on the Parliament website.
Anyone can contact any Lord or their local MP by letter, phone or email to discuss an
issue that’s important to them or their community. Sometimes though there’s strength
in numbers, so to get your voice heard you could join the youth section of a party, or
the UK Youth Parliament. If you’re passionate about an issue you could start a
petition for a cause either on paper or online, or join an existing campaign, pressure
or protest group to influence decision making. These groups use different methods to
get their voices heard, from lobbying to peaceful protest, all designed to bring about
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change. And don’t forget, you can get your voice heard in school or college too by
joining (or starting!) a student council — a bit like a mini-Parliament!
So Parliament sits at the heart of UK democracy — debating the big issues of the day,
making and shaping laws and holding the Government to account. By voting,
petitioning, campaigning and more, you can also get involved with the work of
Parliament. What will you do?
NOTES
The UK Youth Parliament

The UK Youth Parliament (UKYP) is a youth organisation in the United Kingdom,
consisting of democratically elected members aged between 11 and 18.
Formed in 2000, the parliament has 369 members, who are elected to represent the
views of young people in their area to government and service providers. Over
500,000 young people vote in the elections each year, which are held in over 90
percent of constituencies. It is managed by the British Youth Council.
Members meet regularly to hold debates and plan campaigns at least three times a
year locally, and twice on a national level, which includes the annual debate within
the Chamber of the House of Commons every November. Young people hold
positions throughout the organisation’s management, and it has been endorsed by the
majority of the UK’s political parties.
IV.
1.
2.
3.

Find words and collocations in the text for the following definitions.
to take part in or lead a campaign, for example to achieve social or political
change, or in order to win an election
available for anyone who is interested
a day on which people vote in an election
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4.

a printed sheet of paper or a few printed pages that are given free to advertise
or give information about something
5. a government formed by two or more political parties working together
6. a written document signed by a large number of people that asks somebody in
a position of authority to do or change something
7. an organization or idea that people support or fight for
8. the process of trying to persuade the government or someone with political
power that a law or situation should be changed
9. a group or organization that tries to influence the opinions of ordinary people
and persuade the government to do something
10. a group of people who are elected to govern an area such as a city or county
V.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.

Find English equivalents in the text for the Russian phrases.
выступать за избирательные права
всеобщие выборы
день выборов
агитация / проведение избирательной кампании
раздавать листовки
баллотироваться на выборах
опубликовать манифест
«подвешенный парламент»
правительство меньшинства
коалиционное правительство
Молодежный парламент Соединенного королевства Великобритании
обращаться с петицией по поводу требующего рассмотрения вопроса
влиять на принятие решения
лоббирование
группа давления
мирный протест
студенческий совет
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Part 2. General Election
I.

Watch the video at https://youtu.be/cRxUhGetEPQ.

II.

Practise pronouncing the words and be ready to define them in English.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

cast verb /kɑːst/
share noun /ʃeə/
roughly /ˈrʌfli/
UKIP /ˈjuːkɪp/
marginal /ˈmɑːdʒɪnəl/
percent (per cent) /pəˈsent/
contest verb /kənˈtest/
overturn verb /ˌəʊvəˈtɜːn/

III.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Study the texts of the videos and answer the questions.
Who do people vote for in the general election?
What is the idea of a first-past-the post voting system?
What does it mean to become an MP?
What is the difference between safe and marginal seats?
Does it matter if you cast your vote for a losing candidate?
What happened in 2015 General Election?
Who usually becomes Prime Minister?

Have you ever wondered how your vote counts in a general election? First off, you’re
not actually voting for a prime minister. Stick with me and I’ll explain why. Instead
you’re deciding who should represent you and your local area in Parliament. That
local area is called a constituency and there are 650 of them in the UK. Some are big,
some are small but each is made up of roughly the same number of voters, typically
between 60 and 80 thousand. So on Election Day voters in each constituency choose
one person from a list of candidates. Most of them are in a political party but they
don’t have to be. The candidate with the most votes in each constituency wins. This
system of voting is called first-past-the-post — a term that comes from horse-racing.
All a candidate needs to be elected is to get more votes than any other candidate in
their constituency. The winner then becomes a member of Parliament, an MP. That
means they get a seat in the House of Commons where they can debate and vote on
laws and check up on the Government’s work. But the seats are actually benches and
there’s only space for about 430 of the 650 MPs to sit down at the same time.
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The way we elect our MPs explains why you hear a lot of talk about safe and
marginal seats in the run-up to an election. A safe seat is one that a candidate from a
certain party is likely to win — usually after they’ve been elected with a large
majority last time but the seat is never completely safe. Large majorities have been
overturned. Now a marginal seat is one where the result is likely to be much closer
and it’s those marginal seats that are the most hotly contested during an election
campaign.
But what happens to your vote if you didn’t back the winner? Put simply, nothing
happens with it at all. At the last election 14 million votes cast were for losing
candidates — that’s almost half of all the votes at that election and what that means is
that the share of votes each party gets on Election Day isn’t the same as the number
of seats it ends up with in Parliament.
Take the 2015 General Election. Conservative Party candidates got 37% of votes
across the country but it still ended up with over half the seats in Parliament. UKIP,
on the other hand, only got one seat in the House of Commons despite a national vote
share of almost 13%. But whichever candidate does win on election day they’re
supposed to represent everyone in their constituency and not just the people who
voted for them.
So who gets to be Prime Minister then? Well, that would usually be the leader of the
party with the most MPs in Parliament and what does the Prime Minister do we’ll
leave that for another video.
NOTES
Independence-oriented UK parties
UKIP (the UK Independence Party) is a Eurosceptic,
right-wing populist political party in the United
Kingdom, which wanted Britain to leave the
European Union. UKIP was started in 1993, and in
June 2004 the party won its first ever seats in the
local Government elections.
The use of the pound sign in the UKIP logo is designed to define UKIP as a party that
is utterly British. Also, it is believed that the UKIP uses the connotations of “royal”
purple, and golden “wealth”, to suggest the importance of British heritage.
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SNP /ˌes en ˈpiː/ (the Scottish National Party) is a
political party founded in 1934 in Scotland, which
wants Scotland to become an independent country in
the EU. The SNP is the third-largest political party by
membership in the United Kingdom, behind the
Labour Party and the Conservative Party and it is the
largest political party in Scotland, where it has the
most seats in the Scottish Parliament.
SNP’s logo is apparently a stylized combination of the Saltire (the diagonal cross
from the Scottish flag) and a thistle (national flower of Scotland). The saltire is the
cross they crucified St Andrew on, while the thistle is an ancient symbol of nobility.
The yellow colour is the so-called political yellow that actually traces back to around
1928, when David Lloyd George published: “Britain’s Industrial Future”. The report
is still known today as the “Yellow Book”, perhaps because during the second half of
the nineteenth century, a lot of adventure and fiction stories were published with
yellow covers, to help represent that they were something “new”. In other words,
yellow doesn’t just represent wealth, it also indicates freedom, development, and
new-ness. It’s about modernity.
Plaid Cymru /ˌplaɪd ˈkʌmri/ is a political
party formed in 1925 in Wales. Its name is
the Welsh for “ party of Wales” (Plaid =
Party; Cymru = Wales). It wants Wales to
become an independent country, and also
wants the Welsh language to be used more. It
has several MPs in the British parliament and
the Welsh Assembly.
Plaid Cymru’s logo is a yellow Welsh poppy which replaced in 2006 the traditional
green and red triban (three peaks) used since 1933.
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Sinn Féin /ˌʃɪn ˈfeɪn/ is an Irish political party founded in
1905, which wants Northern Ireland to become part of the
Republic of Ireland. The phrase “Sinn Féin” is Irish for
“Ourselves Alone” or “We Ourselves”. It was widely regarded
as the political wing of the Provisional Irish Republican Army
(IRA), though from at least the 1990s both organizations
emphasized their separateness. From the mid-1990s, Sinn
Féin had an active part in the ‘peace process’ (=the attempts to
achieve a peaceful solution to the problems of Northern Ireland) under its president
Gerry Adams.
Sinn Fein’s logo is an orange “SF” projected onto a green map of a united Ireland.
IV.

Find words and collocations in the texts for the following definitions.

1. a
system
of electing a politician,
a government, etc.
in
which
the person or party who gets the most votes wins
2. the period of time just before voting for candidates
3. to be chosen by almost everyone
4. to suddenly remove a government from power
5. to compete for becoming an MP
6. a series of things that a politician or political party does to try to win an
election
7. to vote in an election
V.

Find English equivalents in the texts for the Russian phrases.

представлять округ в парламенте
состоять из приблизительно одинакового количества избирателей
мажоритарная избирательная система
получить место в Палате общин
обеспеченное место в парламенте
«ненадежное место» в парламенте
в преддверии выборов
избираться подавляющим большинством голосов
отвергать / свергать большинство
места, за которые идет активная борьба во время избирательной
кампании
11. отдавать голос за кандидата
12. доля / процент голосов
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
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Unit 6. Prime Minister and the Cabinet

I. Watch the video at https://youtu.be/9i5p_cRJOFo.
II.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Practise pronouncing the words and be ready to define them in English.
senior /ˈsiːniə/
junior /ˈdʒuːniə/
deputy /ˈdepjəti/
Treasury /ˈtreʒəri/
secretary /ˈsekrətəri/
codified /ˈkəʊdɪfaɪd/
agenda /əˈdʒendə/
constitution /ˌkɒnstɪˈtjuːʃən/
Home Office /ˈhəʊm ɒfɪs/
Foreign Office /ˈfɒrɪn ɒfɪs/
primus inter pares /ˈpraɪməs ɪntə ˈpɑːrɪz/
collective responsibility /kəˈlektɪv rɪˌspɒnsəˈbɪləti/
Chancellor of the Exchequer /ˌtʃɑːnsələr əv ði ɪksˈtʃekə/
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Study the text of the video and answer the questions.
How can one become Prime Minister?
What roles does the Prime Minister have?
What does the phrase “primus inter pares” mean?
What is the composition of the Cabinet?
Which posts in the Cabinet are the most important ones?
What roles does the Cabinet have?
Which functions do various types of Secretaries perform?

In theory, anyone can become Prime Minister. It’s up to the Queen to appoint the
PM. In practice, they need to be an MP, so at least 18 years old, and the UK or
Commonwealth citizen, a party leader and the leader of the party who has the
majority in the Commons. Sometimes PMs become PMs not through an election but
because they become leader of the majority party. For example, Gordon Brown and
Teresa May. Sometimes party leaders become Prime Minister without having an
overall majority, for example David Cameron in 2010.
The Prime Minister has the following roles:
• to appoint Government ministers to a Cabinet;
• to direct and influence all areas of Government policy;
• to manage the Cabinet, for example, deciding when and how long to meet for
and setting the agenda for discussion;
• to organize the Government, for example, Government departments and how
they are set up;
• to control Parliament and to provide leadership, for example, in response to
major events.
The Prime Minister’s role has grown and developed over time. There is no codified
constitution setting out the official role and significance. In theory, the PM is primus
inter pares meaning “the first amongst equals” as they have an equal say in Cabinet
policy discussion but they are the primary representatives of Government. In practice,
modern PMs couldn’t be argued to be more significant than this, perhaps resembling
US presidents in terms of power and influence.
The Cabinet is made up of around 20 members of the Government most of whom run
departments, for example, the Treasury, the Home Office, the Foreign Office and so
on. It meets every Wednesday morning usually for less than two hours. There is a
hierarchy of importance within the Cabinet, the most important posts being
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Chancellor, Foreign Secretary, Home Secretary, and Deputy Prime Minister although
a Deputy PM is not always appointed.
The Cabinet has the following roles:
• approving policy, even though policy is usually more meaningfully discussed
elsewhere;
• coordinating policy for, example making all ministers aware of policy
decisions and progress in all Government departments;
• resolving disputes and disagreements between ministers;
• if necessary, debating and discussing issues;
• considering the views of the party’s MPs known as the parliamentary party;
• and promoting collective responsibility, meaning that all publicly support all
Government policy.
Ministers oversee the work of and run various Government departments. They work
with civil servants who are not in the Cabinet. Secretaries of state, are the most senior
ministers followed by ministers of state who are not in the Cabinet, Parliamentary
Undersecretary of State often referred to as junior ministers, and finally
Parliamentary Private Secretaries, or PPSs who are not paid for this role but work
with more senior ministers. PPSs are not members of the Government but would vote
with the Government when it comes to legislation. This is part of the so-called
payroll vote.
NOTES
Primus inter pares is a Latin phrase meaning first among equals. It is typically used
as an honorary title for someone who is formally equal to other members of their
group but is accorded unofficial respect, traditionally owing to their seniority in
office. Historically, the princeps senatus of the Roman Senate was such a figure and
initially bore only the distinction that he was allowed to speak first during debate.
Also, Constantine the Great was given the role of primus inter pares.
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Prime Minister

Robert Walpole, 1st Earl of Orford
By Arthur Pond (1742)

William Pitt, the Younger
By John Hoppner (after 1806 date)

Although the origin of the title lies in 17th-century France, where Cardinal de
Richelieu was acknowledged in 1624 as principal or premier ministre, the office
essentially developed in Britain in the 18th century, when the king ceased to attend
and chair meetings of his ministers. This change left powerful premiers to take on the
role of Government chief executive — for example, Robert Walpole (1721-42), who
is generally considered Britain’s first prime minister, and William Pitt, the Younger
(1783-1801; 1804-06), who became the youngest prime minister of Great Britain in
1783 at the age of 24 and the first prime minister of the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Ireland as of January 1801. During their long tenures, the prime minister
became the preeminent cabinet member, supervising and coordinating the work of
every Government department; other cabinet members were required to subscribe to
the government’s official policy; and the prime minister was required to command a
majority in the House of Commons — all characteristics shared by modern prime
ministers.
The Cabinet
The modern Cabinet evolved from one of the earliest forms of government in Britain
which has its roots in the 11th century — the Privy Council. The Privy Council was a
group of prominent men, mainly from the church, aristocracy or gentry who offered
advice to the monarch. It was originally formed from various councils used by the
Norman and Plantagenet kings. By the 15th century the Privy Council was large, with
about 40 councillors, dealing mainly with administrative matters. Because of the
unwieldiness of such a large council, monarchs often had a smaller circle of advisors.
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Often this smaller circle of advisors included men who held the ‘Great Offices of
State’ or the monarch’s ‘Principle Secretaries’.
10 Downing Street
10 Downing Street, or Number 10,
has been the the official residence of
the British Prime Minister since
1735. In 1654 George Downing, a
diplomat
and
a
government
administrator, purchased the lease on
land south of St James’s Park within
walking distance of parliament. The
street on which he built a row of
terraced town houses now bears his name, and the largest became part of Number 10
Downing Street.
The Exchequer and the Chancellor of the Exchequer
Exchequer /ɪksˈtʃekə/ is the government
department that was responsible for
receiving and dispersing the public
revenue. The name Exchequer referred to
the resemblance of the table to a chess
board
(French:
échiquier;
Latin:
scaccarium) as it was covered by a black
cloth bearing green stripes of about the
breadth of a human hand, in a chequerpattern. The spaces represented pounds,
shillings and pence.
The Exchequer was constituted as a distinct
government agency by Henry I at the
Exchequer of Ireland
beginning of the 12th century. The
Treasury, with which the Exchequer was in practice joined, dates from before the
Norman Conquest (1066), and the name “Exchequer” came quite early to be applied
to the two jointly. The lower Exchequer, or receipt, closely connected with the
permanent Treasury, was an office for the receipt and payment of money. The upper
Exchequer (the scaccarium proper) was a court sitting twice a year to regulate
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accounts. In time the upper Exchequer developed into the judicial system, while the
lower Exchequer became the Treasury.
The chancellor is the third-oldest major state office in English and British history,
and in recent times has come to be the most powerful office in British politics after
the prime minister. They originally carried responsibility for the Exchequer, the
medieval English institution for the collection and auditing of royal revenues. The
earliest surviving records which are the results of the exchequer’s audit, date from
1129-30 under King Henry I and show continuity from previous years.
Unwritten Constitution
The United Kingdom is one of the few countries of the world that does not have a
written constitution: it just has what is known as an “uncodified constitution”. Thus
the only “British Constitution” that exists is a set of rules and regulations constituted
by jurisprudence and laws (English and Scottish law), and by various treaties and
international agreements to which the United Kingdom has signed up.
The founding document of England’s “constitution” is generally considered to be
the Magna Carta, or Great Charter of the Liberties of England, which the barons drew
up and forced King John to sign in the year 1215.
The success of the Glorious Revolution of 1689 confirmed the role of the English
Parliament, a role that was constitutionally defined the following year by the signing
of the Bill of Rights, one of the major constitutional acts of the United Kingdom.
This Bill (new law) formally established the role of parliament and the limits of royal
power. This was the beginning of the modern parliament, with its system of political
parties. In 1707, following the Act of Union between England and Scotland, the
English Parliament, based in London, became the British Parliament.
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The UK’s five greatest prime ministers (source: the Week Magazine
https://www.theweek.co.uk/101887/the-uk-s-five-greatest-prime-ministers)
1. Clement Attlee (Labour, 1945-1951)

The Attlee Government created the welfare state, including the NHS, rebuilt the
ruined economy, nationalized a series of industries, whose record was a great deal
better than it has been credited with, gave freedom to India, and played a vital role in
the creation of NATO.
2. Tony Blair (Labour, 1997-2007)

Tony Blair, known to supporters as Captain Charisma for his Cheshire Cat smile and
youthful energy, is one of the most controversial UK politicians of the 21st century.
After taking power in the largest landslide in British electoral history, he set about
revitalising the sluggish post-Thatcher economy, and introduced the minimum wage,
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before enacting a series of foreign policy decisions that initially enhanced but
eventually tarnished his reputation, in Northern Ireland, Kosovo and Iraq.
3. Margaret Thatcher (Conservative, 1979-1990)

Margaret Thatcher, the “Iron Lady” of British politics, is perhaps the most polarising
PM in British history. Her legacy is that of free-market policies including trade
liberalisation, deregulation, sweeping privatisation, breaking the power of the unions,
individualism and the creation of an “enterprise culture” — an ideology that has
come to be known as “Thatcherism”.
4. Winston Churchill (Conservative, 1940-1945 and 1951-1955)

Repeatedly voted the greatest Briton of all time, Churchill is almost certainly the
most iconic British PM, according to the BBC. It was his extraordinary leadership in
WWII that marked him out. Churchill was at the forefront of the political scene in
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Europe for around 50 years. He is said to be one of the greatest statesmen of the 20th
century and is viewed as a hero by many people worldwide.
5. David Lloyd George (Liberal, 1916-1922)

David Lloyd George was the first and only Welshman to hold the office and is the
only British leader to have spoken Welsh as his first language. His biggest
achievement during his tenure as PM was his major role at the Paris Peace
Conference of 1919 that reordered Europe after the defeat of the Central Powers.
IV.
1.

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Find words and collocations in the text for the following definitions.
a list of problems or subjects that a government, organization etc is planning
to deal with; the ideas that a political party thinks are important and the things
that party aims to achieve
a government department that controls the money that the country collects
and spends
the British government department that deals with keeping order in the
country, controlling who enters the country etc
the British government department that
is responsible for dealing with matters concerning other countries
the British government minister in charge of taxes and government spending
the British government minister who is in charge of the Foreign Office
the British government minister who is in charge of the Home Office
someone who is directly below another person in rank, and who is officially
in charge when that person is not there
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10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.

V.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
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a constitutional convention in parliamentary systems that members of
the cabinet must publicly support all governmental decisions made in Cabinet,
even if they do not privately agree with them
to control the work of sth.
to be in charge of a department
the head of an important department in the British government
a minister in a British government department, who is one position in rank
below the minister who is in charge of that department
a civil servant whose job is to help a government minister
a high-ranked minister
a minister who does not have a lot of responsibility or power
the term traditionally used to describe MPs who hold positions from which
they would have to resign in order to oppose the government
Find English equivalents in the text for the Russian phrases.
партия большинства
политика правительства
управлять кабинетом / департаментом
определять повестку / программу для обсуждений
в ответ на крупные события
кодифицированная конституция
первый среди равных
с точки зрения полномочий и влияния
министерство финансов / министр финансов (канцлер казначейства)
министерство иностранных дел / министр иностранных дел
министерство внутренних дел / министр внутренних дел
заместитель премьер-министра
утверждать политику
осведомлять министров о политических решениях
разрешать споры и разногласия
поддерживать коллективную ответственность
следить за работой правительственных департаментов
член кабинета министров
государственный министр
парламентский заместитель министра
личный парламентский секретарь министра
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Unit 7. The Monarch

Queen Elizabeth II

I.

Watch the video at https://youtu.be/Wem6AL7DBRw.

II.

Practise pronouncing the words and be ready to define them in English.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

title /ˈtaɪtl/
icon /ˈaɪkɒn/
veto verb /ˈviːtəʊ/
figurehead /ˈfɪɡəhed/
sheduled /ˈʃedjuːld, ˈske- /
sovereignty /ˈsɒvrənti/
privilege /ˈprɪvəlɪdʒ/
routine /ruːˈtiːn/
controversy /ˈkɒntrəvɜːsi, kənˈtrɒvəsi/
conjunction /kənˈdʒʌŋkʃən/
objective noun /əbˈdʒektɪv/
engagement /ɪnˈɡeɪdʒmənt/
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constitutional /ˌkɒnstəˈtjuːʃənəl/
continuity /ˌkɒntəˈnjuːəti/
legislative body /ˈledʒəslətɪv ˈbɒdi/
royal prerogative /ˈrɔɪəl prɪˈrɒɡətɪv/
commander-in-chief /kəˈmɑːndə ɪn tʃiːf/
Privy Council /ˌprɪvi ˈkaʊnsəl/

III.

Study the text of the video and answer the questions.

1.
2.
3.
4.

What does it mean to be a constitutional monarch?
What is the royal prerogative?
Why is the monarch considered to be the national icon of the country?
How are regularly scheduled meetings between the monarch and the Prime
Minister held?
5. Who can the monarch appoint?
6. What are the responsibilities of the monarch as the commander-in-chief of the
armed forces?
7. Which social engagements does the monarch have?
The London fog swirls around Buckingham Palace as the Queen prepares for her day.
After a light breakfast of tea and toast she is ready to begin her important daily duties.
What’s that? You didn’t know that Britain’s monarch had any important daily duties?
You think that the king or queen is just a figurehead and nothing else? Well, let’s
follow the Queen as she goes through her daily routine and see exactly what kind of
role the British monarch actually plays in her country’s Government. Before we
begin, however, let’s discuss the monarch’s overall position in the United Kingdom.
The queen is a constitutional monarch. She rules according to a constitution — an
established set of rules — and her power is limited. She must work in conjunction
with Parliament — the country’s legislative body. Usually she cannot act on her own.
The British monarch is the country’s official head of state, or leader of the
Government.
The Queen plays a political role in the United Kingdom and does have official duties
as we shall soon see. She acts by the royal prerogative, which refers to a set of formal
privileges the monarch holds under the national constitution. Although her personal
political power is very limited because she must always work in close conjunction
with her ministers, the monarch provides stability and continuity to the country even
in the midst of changing political parties and ever-present controversies.
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The British monarch also holds the title “head of nation”. As such the Queen is a
national icon who represents her country and its people at home and abroad. Indeed,
the monarch is the United Kingdom’s public face and a living symbol of the nation’s
power and sovereignty.
It looks like the Queen is ready to begin her daily duties. So let’s hurry along and
keep up with her.
First up, is her regularly scheduled meeting with the Prime Minister. The Queen
actually appointed him to his office after the last election. In fact the monarch
appoints each new prime minister by requesting the leader of the majority party in the
House of Commons to form the new post-election Government.
Today the Prime Minister has a whole list of items to discuss with the Queen. He
briefs her on the parliament’s latest debates and the bills currently working their way
through the House of Commons. The Queen must actually give her Royal Assent to
all the bills Parliament passes before they can become laws. She does so
automatically these days, but if she really wanted to, she could veto a bill and prevent
it from becoming law although that hasn’t happened since 1708. The Prime Minister
also complements the Queen on her latest speech before Parliament which she gave at
its opening session a few weeks before. A monarch traditionally opens each session
of parliament with an address laying out the Government’s agenda and objectives.
Even though the speech is typically prepared for her, the Queen still makes it her own
and takes pride in speaking to parliamentarians. She is pleased with the Prime
Minister’s admiration.
Next the Prime Minister sets a list of appointments before the Queen. The monarch
has the power to appoint Government ministers, members of Parliament’s House of
Lords, senior judges, archbishops and bishops for the Church of England and some
civil service positions. The Queen trusts the Prime Minister’s judgement and signs
the necessary appointments. She also readily agrees to his suggestion that several
British citizens receive honours from the Queen and recognition for their service to
their country. Finally, the Prime Minister brings the Queen up-to-date on the world
scene, especially the conflict currently raging in various regions.
The monarch is officially the commander-in-chief of the country’s armed forces and
has the power to commission and decommission officers as well as organize and
direct military operations. Of course, the Queen leaves military decisions to the
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experts, namely Parliament and military leaders but she still appreciates knowing
exactly what is going on at all times. The Prime Minister glances at his watch and
prepares to end his meeting with the Queen. He realizes that she still has much to do
and it’s already nearly time for dinner. He respectfully takes his leave assuring the
Queen that he will have another detailed report for her next week.
After a leisurely dinner with several members of her family the Queen prepares for
her afternoon activities most of which will be social engagements. The monarch is
the United Kingdom’s primary public relations figure and the Queen takes her
responsibilities in this area very seriously. Her walkabouts, the appearances, visits
and tours that she makes all around the country allow her to meet her subjects in
person. She places herself in the public eye especially in her position as head of
nation realizing that she is indeed a national icon and someone to whom the public
looks for stability and leadership. This afternoon she will be attending the opening of
a museum and she is prepared to come away with several armloads of bouquets and
presents as well as the satisfaction of interacting with her subjects.
Having returned to Buckingham Palace, the Queen ends her day with preparation for
tomorrow’s activities. She checks her calendar and notices that she has a scheduled
meeting with several members of her Privy Council which is made up of the highest
Government officials and advises her on important matters of policy. She also pencils
in some time to plan her latest Royal Garden Party which will be coming up in a few
weeks. She smiles as she thinks about the thousands of people who would crowd the
grounds of Buckingham Palace to greet their monarch. Yes, indeed tomorrow will be
another busy day.
Summary
The British monarch plays a very important role in the Government of the United
Kingdom. As a constitutional monarch his or her powers are limited and must be used
in conjunction with Parliament. The monarch is however both the head of state and
the head of nation. He or she acts by the royal prerogative which refers to a set of
formal privileges the monarch holds under the National Constitution. The monarch
performs a wide range of official albeit usually symbolic political and public relations
duties including: appointing the Prime Minister as well as other Government
ministers, members of Parliament’s House of Lords, senior judges, and bishops for
the Church of England and some civil service positions, regularly meeting with the
Prime Minister and Privy Council, opening each session of parliament, honouring the
achievements and services of British citizens, serving as commander-in-chief of the
British Armed Forces and making walkabouts to fulfill her role as national icon and
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to meet her subjects. Even though the British monarch may not have power once
entrusted to that position, he or she is still an active and important figure in British
Government and life.
NOTES
The Privy Council

Meeting of the Privy Council with Queen Elizabeth II

The Privy Council dates back to Norman times and is one of the oldest parts of
Government. In the earliest days of the monarchy it comprised those appointed by the
King or Queen to advise on matters of state. As the constitution developed into
today’s constitutional monarchy, under which the Sovereign acts on the advice of
Ministers, so the Privy Council adapted. Its day to day business is transacted by those
of Her Majesty’s Ministers who are Privy Counsellors, that is all Cabinet Ministers
and a number of junior Ministers. Membership of the Privy Council brings with it the
right to be called “Right Honourable”.
Queen-in-Parliament
The formal phrase ‘Queen-in-Parliament’ (or, during the reign of a male monarch,
King-in-Parliament), sometimes referred to as the Crown-in-Parliament, is used to
describe the British legislature, which consists of the Sovereign, the House of Lords
and the House of Commons. The Queen’s duties include opening each new session of
Parliament, granting Royal Assent to legislation, and approving Orders and
Proclamations through the Privy Council.
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The Church of England
The Church of England’s earliest origins date back
to the Roman Catholic Church’s influence in
Europe during the 2nd century. However, the
church’s official formation and identity are
typically thought to have started during the
Reformation in England of the 16th century.
King Henry VIII (famous for his many wives) is considered the founder of the
Church of England. Henry VIII broke ties with the Pope in the 1530s after the
Catholic church wouldn’t allow him to annul his marriage to his first wife, Catherine
of Aragon, who failed to produce any male heirs. Henry passed the Act of Succession
and the Act of Supremacy, which essentially declared himself the supreme head of
the Church of England.
After Henry’s death, Protestant reforms made their way into the church during the
reign of Edward VI. But, when Edward’s half-sister, Mary, succeeded the throne in
1553, she persecuted Protestants and embraced traditional Roman Catholic ideals.
After Elizabeth I took the title of Queen in 1558, however, the Church of England
was revived. The Book of Common Prayer and the Thirty-Nine Articles of Religion
became important texts that outlined moral doctrine and worship principles.
The Church of England logo exists to provide a visual identity that all parts of the
Church can relate to and ‘own’. The Symbol and Namestyle are based on the
Christian cross, being distinguished by an encompassing ‘e’, which implies
universality.The design itself combines the letters ‘c’ and ‘e’ (as in the Church of
England) but more important is the central positioning of the cross, reflecting the
centrality of the cross in the life of the Church. People will also draw other themes
from the design. It is open to the world: a universal Church.
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Garden Parties

Over the course of each year, the Queen welcomes over 30,000 guests to spend a
relaxed summer afternoon in the beautiful gardens of Buckingham Palace or the
Palace of Holyroodhouse. Garden Parties are an important way for the Queen to
speak to a broad range of people from all walks of life, all of whom have made a
positive impact in their community.
IV.

Find words and collocations in the text for the following definitions.

1.

someone who seems to be the leader of a country or organization but who has
no real power
2. working, happening, or being used with someone or something else
3. an organisation concerned with making laws
4. the rights of kings and queens
5. a special advantage that is given only to one person or group of people
6. the state of continuing for a period of time, without problems, interruptions,
or changes
7. a serious argument about something that involves many people and continues
for a long time
8. the power that an independent country has to govern itself
9. to choose someone for an important job or position with power, especially in
government
10. to refuse to accept a proposal for a new law
11. the official in control of a court, who decides how criminals should
be punished
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12. to give someone all the newest information about something
13. someone in charge of the whole of the armed forces of a country
14. an official arrangement to do something, especially one that is related to your
work
15. an occasion when an important person walks through a crowd, talking
informally to people
16. someone who was born in a country that has a king or queen, or someone who
has a right to live there
17. to be seen a lot on television, written about in newspapers, etc.
18. a group of important people in Britain who advise the king or queen on
political affairs
V.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.

Find English equivalents in the text for the Russian phrases.
повседневные обязанности
распорядок дня
номинальный глава
конституционный монарх
работать совместно с парламентом
законодательный орган
королевская прерогатива
обладать рядом формальных привилегий
обеспечивать стабильность и преемственность
в разгар постоянных разногласий
носить титул главы государства
символ могущества страны и суверинитета
регулярно зарланированные встречи
назначать на должность
осведомлять королеву о дебатах и законопроектах
налагать вето на законопроект
обращение, излагающее программу и цели правительства
подписывать назначения на должность
старший судья
доверять мнению премьер-министра
получать награды и признание от королевы
сообщать королеве последнюю информацию о текущей ситуации в мире
главнокомандующий вооруженными силами
присваивать офицерское звание
выводить в резерв офицеров
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30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
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руководить военными операциями
общественная деятельность
главная публичная фигура
серьезно относиться к своим обязанностям
лично встречаться со своими подданными
прогулка официального лица среди народа с целью общения
быть на виду у общественности
Тайный Совет
высокопоставленные государственные лица
консультировать по политическим вопросам
играть роль национальной иконы
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Unit 8. Main Political Parties

I.

Watch the video at https://youtu.be/RMKk7lgOZ64.

II.

Practise pronouncing the words and be ready to define them in English.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

guide /ɡaɪd/
regime /reɪˈʒiːm/
reform /rɪˈfɔːm/
taxation /tækˈseɪʃən/
equality /ɪˈkwɒləti/
inequality /ˌɪnɪˈkwɒləti/
ideology /ˌaɪdiˈɒlədʒi/
intervention /ˌɪntəˈvenʃən/
categorize verb /ˈkætəɡəraɪz/
interfere verb /ˌɪntəˈfɪə/

III.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Study the text of the video and answer the questions.

What does ideology refer to?
Where do the terms “left-wing” and “right-wing” come from?
What is the historical basis of the traditional political divide in the UK?
Which wing does the Labour Party belong to and why?
Which wing does the Conservative Party belong to and why?

To understand thFe policies and ideas of political parties it’s useful to be aware of a
few key terms. Ideology refers to a set of ideas, values, and theories that help explain
the world and guide political action. A person’s ideology helps us to explain their
motivations and why they support particular policies. Left-wing and right-wing is a
way of categorizing political ideologies. These terms come from the seating
arrangements in the French parliament after the French Revolution where the
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supporters of the old regime, who wanted to keep things similar to the way they had
been in the past, sat on the right and those supportive of radical reform sat on the left.
In the UK socialism and conservatism is the traditional political divide which
historically has been underpinned by class support — in other words, different social
classes supporting different political ideas.
Socialists are referred to as left-wing and believe in greater levels of equality. They
support ideas such as state intervention to achieve this, where the government has a
role to play in helping out those less well-off. The left has a generally positive view
of human nature believing that people are naturally good but are made to behave
selfishly by the divisions and inequality around them. They would support higher
taxation and greater government spending of this taxation. The Labour Party in the
UK has historically had a socialist or left-wing character and is traditionally
supported by working-class people.
The right believes in people as individuals and supports low levels of government
intervention known as small government. They think that the state should not
interfere with people’s lives and that inequality is healthy and natural as it reflects
effort and success. The right would support ideas such as low taxation and less public
spending.The UK Conservative Party has historically had a right-wing character and
is traditionally supported by the middle and upper classes.
NOTES
The Conservative Party
The
Conservative
Party
/ðə
kənˈsɜːvətɪv pɑːti/, byname Tories
/ˈtɔːriz/, in the United Kingdom, is a
political party whose guiding
principles include the promotion of
private property and enterprise, the
maintenance of a strong military,
and the preservation of traditional
cultural values and institutions.
As a political term, Tory was an insult (derived from the Middle Irish word tóraidhe,
modern Irish tóraí, meaning “outlaw”, “robber”, from the Irish word tóir, meaning
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“pursuit” since outlaws were “pursued men”) that entered English politics during the
Exclusion Bill crisis of 1678-1681. Three Exclusion bills sought to exclude the
King’s brother and heir presumptive, James, Duke of York, from the thrones of
England, Scotland and Ireland because he was Roman Catholic. The Tories were
those who opposed the Exclusion Bill (the Abhorrers).
The Conservative Party is the heir, and in some measure the continuation, of the old
Tory Party, members of which began forming “conservative associations” after
Britain’s Reform Bill of 1832 extended electoral rights to the middle class. The name
Conservative was first used as a description of the party by John Wilson Croker
writing in the Quarterly Review in 1830. The first Conservative government was
formed by Sir Robert Peel, whose programme, set out in the Tamworth Manifesto
(1834), stressed the timely reform of abuses, the necessity of law and order, an
orderly system of taxation, and the importance of both landed interests and trade and
industry.
The Party’s symbol is an oak tree, national tree of England, representing strength and
endurance.
The Labour Party
The Labour Party /ðə ˈleɪbə pɑːti/ is a British
political party whose historic links with trade unions
have led it to promote an active role for the state in
the creation of economic prosperity and in the
provision of social services. In opposition to the
Conservative Party, it has been the major
democratic socialist party in Britain since the early
20th century.
The Labour Party was founded in 1900, having
grown out of the trade union movement and socialist parties of the 19th century. It
overtook the Liberal Party to become the main opposition to the Conservative Party
in the early 1920s, forming two minority governments under Ramsay MacDonald in
the 1920s and early 1930s.
Labour has long been identified with red, a political colour traditionally affiliated
with socialism and the labour movement. In 1986, the Labour Party chose the red
rose as its symbol. The idea came from Neil Kinnock, the Leader of the Labour Party,
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himself a rose grower, who admired the flower’s use by Nordic socialist parties. The
existing symbol of the red flag was seen as threatening and linked with “old style
socialism”, while the rose was positive and patriotic.
Liberal Democrats
Liberal Democrats (Lib Dems) /ˌlɪbərəl
ˈdeməkræts/ is a British political party founded in
1988 through a merger of the Liberal Party and
the Social Democratic Party (SDP). Dedicated to
the extension of civil rights and social welfare, the
Liberal Party was the principal opposition to the
Conservative Party until the rise of Labour in the
early 20th century. In the middle ground between
the dominant Labour Party and Conservative
Party, the Liberal Democrats occupy a centre-left libertarian position.
The Liberal Party grew out of the Whigs /wɪɡz/, who had their origins in an
aristocratic faction in the reign of Charles II and the early 19th century Radicals. The
Whigs were in favour of reducing the power of the Crown and increasing the power
of Parliament.
The term Whig was originally short for whiggamor, meaning “cattle driver” used to
describe western Scots who came to Leith for corn. The name Whigamores was
applied to Scottish Presbyterians known for rioting against the established Church.
During the Exclusion Bill crisis of 1678-1681, Whig was a term of abuse applied to
those who were against King Charles II’s brother, James, succeeding to the throne on
Charles’s death because he was a Roman Catholic.
The Liberals adopted the Bird of Liberty symbol in 1989. Birds generally mean
liberalism, libertarianism. The party colour is amber, but it is referred to as yellow in
the party’s style guide. Yellow is often used for liberalism.
IV.
1.
2.

Find words and collocations in the text for the following definitions.
a set of beliefs on which a political or economic system is based, or which
strongly influence the way people behave
to influence someone’s behaviour and ideas
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to put people or things into groups according to the type of person or thing
they are
a system or form of government
verh big and important changes made to a system or organization in order
to improve it
a strong political difference
a situation in which people have the same rights, advantages etc
an action taken by a government in a market economy in an effort to impact
the economy
having a lot of money, or enough money to have a good standard of living
to act caring only about yourself and not about other people
the system of charging taxes
the amount of money spent by a government
supporting the ideas and beliefs of capitalism
supporting the political aims of groups such as Socialists and Communists
to deliberately get involved in a situation where you are not wanted or needed
Find English equivalents in the text for the Russian phrases.
знать несколько ключевых терминов
направлять политические действия
подразделять политические идеологии на категории
сторонник режима
поддерживать радикальные реформы
политический разрыв / раскол
равенство / неравенство
вмешательство государства (в экономику)
помогать малообеспеченным
природа человека
вести себя эгоистично
поддерживать более высокое налогообложение
государственные расходы
Консервативная партия / Лейбористкая партия
характеризоваться левыми / правыми взглядами
рабочий класс / средний класс / верхний класс
«малое правительство»
вмешиваться в жизнь людей
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Recommended Online Resources and Dictionaries
1. About-Britain.com. https://about-britain.com
2. Cambridge
Free
English
Dictionary
and
Thesaurus.
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/british
3. Encyclopædia Britannica. https://www.britannica.com
4. Great British Mag. https://greatbritishmag.co.uk
5. Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English. http://www.ldoceonline.com
6. Macmillan Dictionary. http://www.macmillandictionary.com
7. Oxford Learner’s Dictionaries. http://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com
8. The History of Parliament. https://www.historyofparliamentonline.org
9. UK Parliament. https://www.parliament.uk
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